SWEEPSTAKES 
PAGE 93 


SCORECARD 
& LINEUP’ 


gy, 
OFFICIAL BALL & 
ONAL LEAGUE 


Hous a Bully PRES. iQ $-CQ 


MAA, 


* OFFICIAL BALL * 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 


A Determined 
Winner And A 
Giant In Game 


“Watching 

my Mom work 
as hard as she 
did gave me 


Beenie oe E2| 


PAGE 26 


MIaKinc 
CONTACT 


Hitting Masters 
Put The Ball 
Into Play 


KEN GRIFFEY JR. PHOTO: PHOTO FILE 


What's certain 
is, never in 
Major League 
baseball history 


my work ethic has quality 

that I have hitting run so 

today...” deeply. 

President: 0.0... ccc cc cee eee Ritch Bremner Ss 
Vice President, Sales: ..................+.+...- Jim Reed If you have any comments about PlayBall!, please write to John 
Sales Manager: 20.0... ccc eee Derek Chalmers Iaboni, Executive Editor, Core Media Inc., 111 Peter Street, 
Account Executive: .....0 0 coc cee Matt Barron a 

Executive Editor/Writer: .......... John Iaboni a. 

Assistant Editor/Writer: . . .Christina Butterfield a i PlayBall!, the Official Program of the Toronto 
Digital Design: .....---00.0-4. Scott Barkley — A = Blue Jays, is published by Core Media Inc. on 
Subscription/Accounting: ......... Judy Moore = = behalf of the Toronto Blue Jay Baseball Club. 
Word Processor: 2.0.0.0... 0002005- Nancy Clark ae All rights reserved. Any reproduction, in whole 


or in part, without the prior written permission of 


Contributing Writers: . ..Dann Butterfield, Jim Byers, 


Mike Dennis, Bob Elliott, Tom Maloney, CORE Core Media Inc. is strictly prohibited. PlayBall! 


Mike Zeisberger, Mark Zwolinski MEDIA INC. is available through subscription. For further 


Photography: .......... .All Sports, Hockey Hall of Fame, details on subscriptions to PlayBall!, please contact Judy 


Major League Baseball Photos, System 4, Fred Thornhill, Moore at Core Media Inc., 111 Peter Street, Suite 206, 


The Toronto Blue Jays, Photo File, Vantage Point 


SkyDome Vending Manager: ....-..-.....-.-- Dave Cutten 
Film and Printings cos ss26 sess seeana ee Grenville Printing 


Toronto, Ontario, Canada, M5V 2H1, (416) 593-9393. Second 


class permit pending. 


TT 


4 roronrto BL WU E JAY Ss OFPFIGCIAL MAGAZINE 


TORONTO 
BLUE JAY 


PAGE 62 


HUTTING 
THE DOOR 


Closers: Different 
Types That Teams 
Depend Upon 


When it comes 
to pressure, 
closers walk 
along the edge 
of a razor, often 
on a nightly 
basis. 


CONTENTS 


ISSUE NUMBER 2, 1998 


REGULAR FEATURES _ 


BLUE JAYS PROFILE - Jose Cruz Jr. .............. 17 


BLUE JAYS PROFILE - Tony Fernandez ........... 20 
BLUE JAYS PROFILE - Alex Gonzalez ............ 22 
1998 Blue Jays Schedule ....................4. 25 


ACES & KINGS - Mariano Rivera, Randy Johnson 35 


Major League Baseball Trivia ................... 39 
SWE TVS ROME ciate rcernissercirinsesnresn’ 43 
Bell's Day Of Champions ...................... 44 
Blue Jays UpGate x.) cevcecsswrpercnserniernces 46 
Labatt Blue Jays Baseball On CBC .............. 48 
Scorecard/LineupS ................. eee e eens 51 
Scoring A Game ............. 2. cece eee eens 52 


) 


JOHN FRANCO PHOTO: PHOTO FILE 


_ Sa 
PAGE 74 


)CORING 
MACHINE 
The Indians Are | 


Expected To 
Contend Again 


The 1998 
Cleveland 
Indians have a 
legitimate shot 
at a return visit 


to the Fall 

Classic. 

Visiting Team Update ....................000 0s 54 
Visitifig Team ROSE? «6.0.0. s2eteseaseswe8s oon 58 
SEUNG SORE 5 oc cei es webs dedwnmamssemes 60 
TOP MANAGERS - Felipe Alou.................. 69 
PlayBall! Restaurant Guide .................... 72 
TOP CATCHERS - Sandy Alomar Jr. ............. 80 
MAJOR LEAGUE STARS - Frank Thomas ......... 83 


HOCKEY HALL OF FAME - Lionel Conacher ...... 85 


Honda HiteRuneThrow ................ 200 c eee 86 
The Blue Jays In The Community ............... 88 
SkyDome Rules Of Conduct ................... 89 
The Jays And Headline Sports .................. 90 
PlayBall! Sweepstakes .................0.e eee 93 
Bui Jays DiTSCtOy ..... 2. ww cw newewsaianneaea 94 
Blue Jays Ticket Information ................... 97 


GREAT PARTNERS - Greg Maddux, John Smoltz . .98 
Be | 


TORONTO BLUE JAYS OFFIGLIAL eewedrna 


JIM THOME PHOTO: PHOTO FILE 


dS 
2 
Ss 
BB 
ra 
Ss 
Ake 
a 
==,) 
WAS 
sS 
& § 
= ® 
5 > 
s 2 
as 
NE 
— 5 
=e: 
Ss s 
s > 
Se 
5 5 
Bos 
Sate 
fe 
s= 
tao) 
= 2 
= 5 
eae 
ss = 
20 
2 
3 
o & 
Bo 
3s = 
~ 
33 
Se = 
es 
2 
> 
hae) 
t= 2 
> 
ss 
cx 
= uA 
a -2 
G2 
ad ans 
ww 2S 
“nn = 
= @ 
= 
— 
5 
a = 
: Ss 
ja 
Ss 
= 
is 
=] 
rou 
= 


Toronto Blue Jays’ Manager Tim Johnson refers to 
Roger Clemens as a “Hall of Fame pitcher.” 
Clemens, a four-time Cy Young recipient, is the 
subject of this PlayBall! interview with Executive 
Editor JOHN IABONI. 


TORONTO BLUE JAYS 


ROGER! 


A DETERMINED WINNER 
AND GIANT IN THE GAME 


PLAYBALL!: How did you feel as the starting pitcher on 
Opening Day this season? 

CLEMENS: It’s always an honour to get that slot. But, 
to me, even if I was coming out of the gate second 
behind Pat (Hentgen) again, it would have been great. 
I enjoyed it very much throwing behind Pat last year, 
watching him work, charting his games and watching how he 


tried to dissect hitters. 


PLAYBALL!: You were born in Dayton. But when did you 
move to Houston? 

CLEMENS: My father passed away when I was extremely 
young. We spent a few years in Dayton and then once my 
brother got drafted into the Vietnam War, he was stationed in 
Houston. Mom picked up the family - there’s six of us in 
total, but my oldest brother was already down there - and we 


all moved. So I’ve been in Houston ever since. 


PLAYBALL!: Where did you pick up your athletic prowess? 

CLEMENS: My brothers were sports oriented and my sisters 
were very athletic. My mother always worked hard with three 
jobs and still found the time to run me around to games. I have 
a younger sister but I’m the youngest boy. I think the two of 
us were probably the most looked after of the bunch, for sure. 


Being maybe a middle, or a low-middle class family with my 


ROGER CLEMENS OF THE BLUE JAYS 


mother working three jobs to take care of all of us, she worked 
extremely hard and made me feel that everything that I had 
was the best. I always had the top quality glove, the top qual- 
ity equipment to play these sports. She could tell that I enjoyed 
being involved in team sports with my friends from around 
the neighbourhood. Between my mother and my grand- 
mother, they both made me much more of a man. I had to 
grow up pretty quick since my father passed away and it prob- 
ably helped me mature quicker. Watching my Mom work as 


hard as she did gave me my work ethic that I have today. 


PLAYBALL!: Why did you choose baseball? 

CLEMENS: Well, I enjoyed it. I liked pitching and being the 
person guys looked towards for a lot of things. There’s a lit- 
tle pressure that goes with it. You're either the hero or you're 
the dog. You get the win or loss and it seems like it’s tapped 
on you. It’s such a daily challenge, every time I go out ona 
one-on-one situation with the hitter. Again, I’ve been real for- 


tunate not only with the guys behind me, but I’ve had some 
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wonderful catchers who take a lot of pride in their games out 


there on the field. 


PLAYBALL!: Drafted by the Mets in 1981, you chose to stay in 
school. Why? 

CLEMENS: My mother’s advice at that point was to get some 
more years of education under muy belt and the college expe- 
rience would help me and it was very true. I went over 
there and had a great time. I worked on my business/finance 
degree at Texas and everything worked out great. My junior 
year, I get drafted by the Boston Red Sox and the rest is 


etched in stone. 


PLAYBALL!: Were you always a hard thrower? 

CLEMENS: Not when I was in high school. I threw probably 
84 miles an hour and that’s what I topped out at the age of 
16-17. But, if you turned out the lights in the stadium, I could 
throw strikes and I think that’s why I pitched more, because 
I could throw strikes and get out of jams because I had a 
pretty good breaking ball. That summer, from my senior year 
in high school to my freshman year in college, I grew a cou- 
ple of inches and got a little stronger and the velocity just 


shot up. I went up to about 91 miles an hour. 


PLAYBALL!: Early in your career with Boston you required 
surgery. What was the story behind that? 


ROGER WAS THE '97 AL CY YOUNG RECIPIENT 


CLEMENS: In ’85, I started out really nice 
and that’s when I had the problem with 


my shoulder. I had what they said was a 
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little cartilage in the joint area that wasn’t 
real bothersome but it did hurt and it did 
affect my velocity. I would go out for four 
or five innings, throwing extremely hard 
and then by the sixth inning, I couldn’t get 
the ball up to the plate with any speed 
whatsoever and so, yeah, it was very disap- 
pointing. I went down and saw Dr. (James) 
Andrews and he said it even could have 
been from me leading with my shoulder 
being a defensive end in football and doing 
a lot of hitting with that. Any surgery for a 
pitcher is major surgery, but mine was about 
as minor as you can get. He went in there 
(on August 30th, 1985) and shaved down a 
little piece of cartilage and just did a won- 
derful job. 


PLAYBALL!: Hard to capsulize 13 years in 
Boston, but what are your fondest memo- 


ries from there? 


SEE CLEMENS: I’d have to say the experience in 
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“Watching my Mor 
work as hard as she d 
gave me my work eth 

that | have today, 


’86, going to the World Series. All the post-season experi- 


ences there were extremely exciting. 


PLAYBALL!: During your first 20-strikeout game (April 29th, 
1986 at Fenway), were you aware that you were heading 
towards a record? 

CLEMENS: You don’t know. I think at one point in the game, 
I realized I had a lot, but never the fact that I was approach- 
ing a record - I didn’t even know what the record was at the 
time, anyways. It was just a real good ball game. I was losing 
1-0 at one point in that one against 
Seattle. As I was getting ready to 
go out for the ninth inning, I was 


upstairs changing shirts again and 


ems like it's 
apped on you. 
's such a daily 
| allenge...” 


(teammate) Al Nipper came up 
and he was pacing the floor. I was 
looking at him like something was 
up. We were winning 3-1 and I was 


going out for the ninth and he 


run at home and preserve the shutout. I found it ironic that 
he thought it might happen. But, sure enough, I blink and ’'m 
in the seventh inning (pitching a shutout). I had a couple of 
tough outs to get and the game was going along and I con- 
sciously knew if I could finish this off shutout-wise and win- 
wise that would tie Cy Young. When Billy Haselman caught 
the 20th strikeout (to end the game), he came running out and 
I was like high fiving him and gave him a hug and he said, ‘way 
to go, you know what we just did, right?’ I said ‘yeah, we tied 


the big guy (Cy Young). And he goes, ‘no, no, you tied your 


CLEMENS POSSESSES A FEARSOME FASTBALL 


goes ‘I’ve got to tell you something 

because I don’t think you know’ And I said ‘what is it?” And 
he goes ‘you need two strikeouts to set the Major League 
record for strikeouts. It’s not like you just go out there and do 
it. When he said it, it really didn’t hit me. So we went out 
there and we got ’em and were real fortunate. So it was a 


pretty neat deal. 


PLAYBALL!: On September 18th, 1996 at age of 34 and against 
Detroit (at Tiger Stadium), you struck out 20 again... 

CLEMENS: That game had its own turn in it.At the time, I was 
approaching Cy Young in shutouts and wins career for the Red 
Sox. Our Manager, Kevin Kennedy, made a statement that if 
it got late in the game that we would do like he’d learned in 
his Dodger background when they used to do that with 


(Sandy) Koufax - pull the infield in and try to cut down the 


own strikeout record!’ So all three of those combinations just 


hit me for about 15 minutes after the game. 


PLAYBALL!: Then you set the Jays’ record with 16 strikeouts 
against the Red Sox at Fenway last year... 

CLEMENS: What was neat was what happened afterwards 
when we went out to dinner. There was probably 20-25 of us 
eating at a restaurant there downtown. I'd asked (Boston's) 
Billy Haselman to go with us to dinner. And, of course, Charlie 
O’Brien had just caught the game that day against Boston. And 
Rich Gedman was with us as well and Geddy had caught 
the first 20-strikeout game. So we had a picture taken of me 
with the two catchers from the 20-strikeout games and Charlie 
O who'd caught the game with the Blue Jays’ strikeout record. 


It was a great picture. 
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SET GAME SO RECORD FOR JAYS IN 


PLAYBALL!: Why did you choose Toronto last year? 

CLEMENS: It was the impression that Mr. (Paul) Beeston made 
on me, there’s no question about that. Meeting Paul and the 
impression he made on me, No. 1. Right along there as 1A, 
would have been the three or four late nights talking with my 
wife, Debbie, and the boys and everybody. They had a big 
hand in it. Like I always said, they made plenty of sacrifices for 
Dad over the last 14 or 15 years so this was going to be the 


place that they were going to be most comfortable in. 


PLAYBALL!: Who were some of your idols? 

CLEMENS: To me idols or role models were kind of too strong 
for me. I mean, it’s well documented I enjoy stuff off AXE and 
Discovery. I like the Kennedy stuff obviously because playing 


— 
Peed 


‘97 


in New England I got real familiar with that. My moth- 
er-in-law and my wife, who was very young and in her 
arms, were at the scene when JFK was shot there in 
Dallas. They were up the route probably about a half 
mile before that fatal turn and everything that hap- 
pened there. As far as guys that I studied and I watched 
how they used their legs and had the fortune of play- 
ing with, Tom Seaver was a teammate for a little bit in 
Boston. And when you're around people like that with 
that much experience, you're pretty much like a sponge, 


you pretty much close your mouth and open up your 


"lf you turned out t 
lights in the stadiu 

| could throw strikes anc 
think that’s why | pitched.. 


ears because you can take a lot from it. Nolan (Ryan) 
and someone as aggressive as (Don) Drysdale...I looked 
at those guys quite a bit. These were guys later on after 
I made the Big Leagues that I had the chance to sit 


down and talk to, one-on-one. 


PLAYBALL!: What are your thoughts on this year’s Jays? 
CLEMENS: Well, it’s pretty much like I’ve said all spring. 
We fall into about the fifth slot in the American League, 
tied with a handful of teams that are just not proven. 
We need to go out and prove it. I mean, you talk about 
Baltimore, New York, Cleveland and Seattle, those are 
proven teams and you figure they’re going to be there 
and hit because they’ve proven it time and time again. So you 
really can’t say a whole lot other than go out and prove it. But 
when you talk about this team, you’ve got guys that could care 
less about who’s supposed to be better on paper. They know 
that they match up. Are you going to tell me that Alex 
Gonzalez can’t be as good or is as good as a (Derek) Jeter? I 
know he can be. He’s that talented. And you go right around 
the horn just like that. Same thing with Shawn Green, he 
can fit in just like a Manny Ramirez or like a Paul O’Neill, 
there’s no question in my mind. We’ve got the guys that can 
do that. If we can keep Jose Canseco healthy, again he can 
put up some very strong numbers. Jose Cruz Jr., you just sit 
back and watch him go and do his work, he’s just a fun play- 


er to watch. Again, our bullpen’s improved having Randy 
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(Myers) out there with all those great guys who know what 
to do, know their roles and are very professional about it. 
Same thing with the starters. You talk about Pat (Hentgen). 
That was another reason I came over here to pitch with this 


kid because he’s aggressive and cares about his work. 


PLAYBALL!: What about yourself following last season? 

CLEMENS: | got a handshake and a pat on the back even 
though I did get my little guy a piece of hardware (fourth 
Cy Young Award). I mean, if ’m 10-10 and the other guys all 
won 15-20 games and we’re in the Playoffs I’ll take the ball 
in the Playoffs and go from there. The Cy Young and all this 
is great. But I can always size up my boys for World Series’ 


rings, it would be real easy. 


olan (Ryan) and someone 
aggressive as (Don) 
sdale...l looked at those 


a ys quite a bit.” 


PLAYBALL!: What do you like to do away from baseball? 

CLEMENS: [ like to golf and my boys are into it. I can’t wait 
to get around them as far as all the sports that they play. Just 
everything. Fish. My wife really enjoys fishing, too, and she’s 
a big golfer so that helps. We're getting the boys involved in 
all that, whatever they want to do. We all enjoy the theatres 
when we get a chance. We like doing a lot of things. When we 
went to Baltimore, I got the troops and we went to the mint 
and watched how they print the money and just had a big time 
down there, it was incredible. The kids got a big kick out of 
it. mean in front of us was a stack of uncut $20 bills. There 
was probably $460,000 and there was a sign in front of the guy 
that sits in front watching the printer. He just looked miser- 
able staring at this money. And the sign said right on it:‘How 


do you think I feel to be so close but yet so far away’ 


PLAYBALLI: Tell us about your website www.rocketroger.com 
CLEMENS: The website is going to be one of the more fun 
things that I’ve done. What’s different about this one is that 
I’m able to elaborate on some things that happen in the 
game. We're going to have different pitching thoughts, little 
clinics and I’m probably going to talk to some of the guys in 
between starts about facing certain matchups and why this 


happened and why that happened. What’ also neat is I answer 


THE ROCKET‘'S RED GLARE 


a lot of my letters. Once a week I'll sit down whether it’s 50 
or 100 e-mails or whatever questions people have, it’ll be 
me answering them. But I'll answer good or bad and try 


and be as specific as I can be on the subject. 


PLAYBALL!: What message would you like to send to Jay fans? 
CLEMENS: Blue Jay fans are going to come out and whether 
they're watching us on the road or coming out here they 
want to have a good time. The only thing is come and give 
us our home field advantage. If you’re going to come, come 
get loud and stay behind us. Sometimes the games are going 


to be tough, but, for the most part, we need our crowd. 


PLAYBALL!: So noise at SkyDome will really help... 
CLEMENS: Big time. @ 
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BUILT WITHOUT COMPROMISE 


OSE 
CRUZ JR. 


While a Mariner, outfielder Jose Cruz Jr. collected his 
first Major League hit against the Jays on June 2nd of 
last season (a double off Luis Andujar). He added his first 
ML homer the following day (off Woody 
Williams). Now, the Blue Jays are thrilled 
to have his bat in their lineup. 

BY CHRISTINA BUTTERFIELD 


Jose Cruz Jr. certainly knows how to make a 
first impression. 

After arriving from Seattle in a July 31st, 
1997 trade (in exchange for pitchers Mike 
Timlin and Paul Spoljaric), he marked his Blue 
Jays’ debut at Detroit with a two-run home 
run against Tigers’ pitcher Dan Miceli. 

Cruz Jr. added to that feat this year with 
plenty of Opening Day heroics at SkyDome. 
Not only did the former Rice University stand- 
out smack a two-run homer that night but he 
also added a run-scoring triple and single - 
coming just a double shy of hitting for the cycle. 

Then, for good measure, Cruz Jr. sprinted 
back to the warning track in centre to make a 
key catch in the ninth, helping secure the Jays’ 
3-2 victory over the Minnesota Twins. 

“T knew it was going to be close,” he said 
with a modest shrug. “I just ducked my head 
and ran and, when I looked up, the ball was 
right there.” 

And how about his performance at the 
plate - going 3-for-3 with three RBI? 

“T was just trying to get started on the 
right foot and fortunately for me, I got the first 
hit and first home run out of the way early,’ said 


Cruz, who turned 24 on April 19th. 


JOSE CRUZ YR. = 


“Tt was just great timing on my part and it was good to 
build a cushion to work with so you don’t find yourself in 
the second week still looking for a home run or something 
like that.” 

Don’t get Cruz wrong; he isn’t bothered by the pres- 
sures of being a big leaguer. He’s simply just used to excelling 
when it comes to baseball. 

In his freshman term last year, he finished second behind 
shortstop Nomar Garciaparra of the Red Sox in AL Rookie 
of the Year balloting and was named to the Topps Rookie 
Team. He opened the 1997 season in Tacoma of the Pacific 
Coast League, hitting .268 with 89 hits, 16 doubles, 30 RBI 
and six homers in 50 games before joining the Mariners on 
May 31st. He batted .268 in 49 games with Seattle in 1997, 
registering 12 doubles, 12 homers and 34 RBI prior to 


becoming a Jay. 


26 HOMERS IN 1997 
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In 1996, Cruz Jr. was the Mariners’ 
Organizational Player of the 


VANTAGE POINT 


Year and a California League WHONDA 


All-Star. At Rice, he was 
Co-Freshman of the Year 
(1993) and set 15 school 
records, including career bat- 
ting average (.375), home runs (43), 
RBI (203) and slugging percentage (.674). 

Cruz Jr. comes from a talented baseball family. His father, 
Jose Cruz Sr. - a major leaguer from 1970-88 with St. Louis, 
Houston and the New York Yankees - currently serves as a 
Coach with the Houston Astros. Cruz Jr’s uncles, Hector 
Cruz (1973, 1975-82) and Tommy Cruz (1973, 1977), also 


enjoyed Big League careers. 


hat's all | can do.” 


In 1973, Jose Sr., Hector and Tommy became the second 
trio of brothers to play for the same Major League team 
(Felipe, Matty and Jesus Alou of the San Francisco Giants 
were the first). 

Cruz Jr. learned a very valuable lesson as he grew up 
watching that great generation of ball players: Pure talent isn’t 
enough. “You have to work hard,” Cruz Jr. said. “So I’ve 
worked hard all my life. That’s all I can do.” 

Cruz Jr. and the Jays are hoping those efforts continue to 


pay off all season long. ® 


TWO HOMERS AT K.C. (AUG. 24, '97) 


JOSE CRUZ JR. EE 


POSITION: CENTRE FIELD, BATS: SWITCH, THROWS: RIGHT, HEIGHT: 6’, WEIGHT: 200 LBS. 
BORN: ARROYO, PUERTO RICO, DATE: APRIL 19TH, 1974 


1997 TORONTO BLUE JAY TOTALS _ eee 
AVG G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO SB-CS 
231 55 212 31 49 7 0 14 34 28 ¥2 6-2 


AVG G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO SB-CS 


248 104 395 59 98 19 1 26 68 41 117 7-2 
MLB HONOURS ———— 


AL ROOKIE ALL-STAR TEAM (1997) 


18 soneurs BLUE pays OPPIFCIAL MAGAZINE 


~ 
a 


GNOSSBUC) UOYDIod05 BNeWSCD UIS}y LIND 76612 


BLUE JAYS PROFILE 


HONDA 


BUILT WITHOUT COMPROMISE 


[TONY 
FERNANDEZ 


After missing the entire 1996 season for the World Series 
Champion New York Yankees due to injury, Tony Fernandez 
returned in 1997 to help the Cleveland Indians to the 
World Series. But on December 11th, 1997, Fernandez 
chose to come back to the Blue Jays for the third time in 
his solid ML career. 

BY JOHN IABONI 


Tony’s ML career fielding percentage of .979 as a shortstop 
(Larry Bowa with .980 holds the record) clearly indicates the 
type of steady performer Tony Fernandez has been. 


TONY HAD 


Now in his second full season as a second 
baseman, he entered this term with a .982 field- 
ing percentage there while his total during limit- 
ed time at third base is .988. 

But there’s more to this package of fielding 
consistency. He carried a .282 lifetime regular sea- 
son batting average into this season. In his four 
ALCS appearances (three with Toronto, one with 
Cleveland), he’s averaged .338 at the plate and in 
two World Series, he possesses a .395 average. 

Playing 120 regular season games in 1997, 
Fernandez batted .286 (to go along with a .980 
fielding percentage at second), then went .357 in the 
ALCS and .471 in the World Series. 

“Tt was a pivotal year for me because if I had 
not performed in the way that I did last year after 
missing the whole season before with a broken 
elbow, I think many people would have thought 
that was the end of my career,’ Fernandez said. 

“Pm sure there were many people who felt 
that was the end of my career. But God has real- 
ly protected me and, without doubt, He is the 
only reason that I’m still playing this game after as 


many injuries that I have suffered in my career. My 


faith in Christ really has kept me in this game.” 

Following his season in Cleveland, Fernandez was a free 
agent and re-signed with his most familiar ML “home”. 

“After, first of all praying about it and talking to my wife 
(Clara) about it, we both felt that this was the best place for 
us to finish our career,’ Fernandez said. “At least, to try to 
finish because you only know about the present, you don’t 
know about the future, so you live one day at a time. 

“We've been around, different places (Toronto twice 
before, San Diego, New York Mets, Cincinnati, New York 
Yankees and Cleveland). I have a good chance to accomplish 
one of my final goals in my career here which is reaching 
2,000 hits so that would be a thrill for me to accomplish that 
feat in this (Blue Jays) uniform.” 

While Fernandez admits he’s not one to dwell on the past, 
there is one ML moment which for him stands out. 

“The highlight I always keep in my mind - or try to 
remember - is the home run that Joe (Carter) hit here in 
1993 to win the World Series against the Phillies,’ Fernandez 
said. “To me, that was the highlight of my career.” 

Through spring training and into the regular season, 
Fernandez was impressed with the team atmosphere devel- 


oped by this version of the Jays. He likens it to the closeness 
-471 WORLD SERIES AVG. IN ‘97 
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VANTAGE POINT 


which existed among the ’85 and ’93 
Blue Jays, the ’92 Padres and 
HONDA 94 Reds. 

. As for the keys to this 


VANTAGE POINT 


season’s success, he provides 
some sage advice. 

“Do the little things right,” 
Fernandez said. “If we do the little 
things, for sure I think the results will be 
good. You have to really get the job done 


step by step. You can’t just hit a three-run 


“If we do the litt 
things...the resul 
will be good. You ha 
to really get the jc 
done step by step: 


homer when nobody’s on base and you're 
down by three runs. You’ve got to just get 
on base for the other guy and everybody’s 
got to keep pushing, keep pushing, keep 
pushing until the end. That’s how you win 


ball games.” @ 


70 TRIPLES PRIOR TO ‘98 IS JAYS’ RECORD 


TONY FERNANDEZ Oo SS a 


POSITION: SECOND BASE, BATS: SWITCH, THROWS: RIGHT, HEIGHT: 6'2”, WEIGHT: 175 LBS. 
BORN: SAN PEDRO DE MACORIS, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, DATE: JUNE 30TH, 1962 


1997 CLEVELAND INDIAN TOTALS CESSES 
AVG G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO SB-CS 
.286 120 409 55 117 21 1 11 44 22 47 6-6 
MAJOR LEAGUE TOTALS (PRIOR TO THIS SEASON) eae aA oe ee IN| 
AVG G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO SB-CS 
282 1802 6817 902 1925 333 90 ZY 682 560 652 226-119 
MLB HONOURS 


AL ALL-STAR TEAM (1986); AL GOLD GLOVE TEAM (1986, 1987, 1988, 1989) 
MLB ALL-STAR GAMES PLAYED (1986, 1987, 1989, 1992) 


WORLD SERIES WIN |S 
1993 (TORONTO BLUE JAYS) 
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BLUE JAYS PROFILE 


HON DA. 


BUILT WITHOUT COMPROMISE 


\LEX 
GONZALEZ 


Shortstop Alex Gonzalez kicked off 1996 with an Opening 
Day home run and did the same for the Blue Jays in 1997. 
He picked up his first homer of 1998 on April 14th at 
Kansas City - a fifth-inning solo-shot which brought the 
Blue Jays’ bats alive in the 5-1 victory. 

BY CHRISTINA BUTTERFIELD 


ALEX GONZALEZ - 


As the youngest player in the American 
League, Alex Gonzalez celebrated his 21st 
birthday back on April 8th, 1994 with his first 
Major League double. He then added a second 
two-bagger that day for good measure. 

This year, Gonzalez celebrated his 25th 
birthday with a stellar game-ending defensive 
play against the Minnesota Twins. With two 
out and the bases loaded, Gonzalez left his 
feet to snag a bouncer deep in the hole and 
gunned the ball to second for the force out. 
The Blue Jays prevailed 9-6. 

Now, in his fourth full season in the 
Majors, Gonzalez is playing with confidence. 

And why shouldn’t he? After all, he was 
last season’s AL leader at shortstop in fielding 
percentage with a .986 mark. He committed 
just eight errors in 1997 - a measly two of 
which came after the All-Star break. 

Gonzalez became the second in Blue Jay 
history to lead the AL in fielding percentage 
at short. That other Jay happens to be his new 
infield partner at second base...Tony Fernandez 
(.983 in 1986). 

“He’s one of the better infielders in the 
League and with his experience, I think we 
can learn a lot from working together,” 


Gonzalez said of Fernandez. 


“Tr’s nice to have a constant out at second base. In the past, 
I’ve gone through six or seven second basemen.” 

Blue Jays’ Manager Tim Johnson likes the infield com- 
bination. He also likes what he’s seen so far from his young 
shortstop. 

For his part, Gonzalez likes the one-on-one approach 
of the Jays’ new leader. 

“He’s really made himself available for me to talk to and 
I can ask him any question which is really nice for me because 
in the past, I haven’t really had anyone who comes out to 
shortstop and sits there and talks to me,” Gonzalez said.““And 
that makes me feel real comfortable.” 

He’s grown more at ease in each of his seasons in the 
Big Leagues. He gained attention playing for Killian High 
School in his native Miami where he was named All-State 
before being drafted by the Blue Jays in June of 1991. 

After toiling three seasons in the minors for the orga- 


nization, Gonzalez made his ML debut in 1994, He appeared 


14 HRs IN 1996 
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in 15 games that season before suffering a 


hamstring injury. 


TORONTO BLUE JAYS 


Gonzalez returned to the Big League 
Jays for the 1995 campaign where he hit a 
career high .243. He recorded career highs 
in 1996 in appearances (147), at bats (527), 


“| just try to take | 
day by day and give fi 
100% and let t 
numbers take ca 
of themselves. 


runs (64), hits (124), doubles (30), home runs 
(14), RBI (64) and stolen bases (16). 
His progress was halted last season by 
a fractured right index finger (the result of 
being hit by a pitch) which lim- 
ited him to just 126 games. 
Although, he did manage to fin- 
7% ish the year with 11 sacrifice hits, 
NN pf a4 tying for fourth-best in the AL. 
Vv Gonzalez hopes to see improve- 
ments this season, but he hasn’t set any spe- 
cific goals for himself. 
“T just try to take it day by day and 
give it 100% and let the numbers take care 
of themselves,” he said. 


He and the Jays have their sights set 


on a strong performance in 1998. @ 
13 ASSISTS VS. INDIANS APRIL 26TH, 1996 


ALEX GONZALEZ : pan: 


POSITION: SHORTSTOP, BATS: RIGHT, THROWS: RIGHT, HEIGHT: 6’, WEIGHT: 190 LBS. 
BORN: MIAMI, FLORIDA, DATE: APRIL 8TH, 1973. 


1997 TORONTO BLUE JAY TOTALS Ra as Saas 

AVG G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO SB-CS 
239 126 426 46 102 23 2 12 35 34 94 15-6 
MAJOR LEAGUE TOTALS (PRIOR TO THIS SEASON) Bn 5 SS 

AVG G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO SB-CS 


235 399 1373 168 323 75 12 36 142 127 352 38-16 
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THE FIRST THING THAT WENT INTO THIS MINIVAN 
WASN’T THE BAG OF GROCERIES. or THE 
STROLLER. or THE HOCKEY EaquiIPMENT. 


OR THE 2.5 KIDS. or THE DOG NAMED MILTON. 


iT wAS THOUGHT. 


It took a lot of brains to create this vehicle. 850 to be exact. 
That’s the number of engineers who strive daily to make every 
Chrysler minivan a marvel of innovation. 

How? Well, the first driver’s side sliding door and Easy Out 
Roller Seats are good examples. 

Or the fact that you have a say in a lot more than just the 
colour. Because we offer seating options, engine options, wheel- 
base options and even the small, but considerate, option of 


CHRYSLER & CANADA 


@ Official Team Sponsor 


air-conditioning with Dual-Zone Temperature Control. 
And we applied innovation to safety, designing Next-Generation 
passenger air bags with every generation of your family in mind. 
We think if close to a million Canadians have owned 
one of our minivans, we must be doing something right. But 
mostly, we just think. To find out BK CHRYSILER 


more, call us at 1-800-361-3700 Wea Minivans 


or visit www.chryslercanada.ca CANADA'S BEST SELLING MINIVAN 


“COA 


Toronto Blue Jays Schedule 


SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 


im : — — i 8@ Minnesota,8:05|9 Minnesota, 8:05 | 100 Texas, 8:35 
: cag ; | 7:05 | 21@N ees, 7:05 | 2 ankees, 7:05 24 Chicago, 8:05 


7® Seattle, 10:05 | 8@ Seattle, 10:05 | 9@ Seattle, 9:05 


3 Oakland, 4:05 | 4 
Cleveland, 1:05 


11 Texas, 8:35 


Chicago, 7:05 


=i 
= 


Oakland, 10:05 | 5 Anaheim, 10:05 | 6@ Anaheim, 10:35 


Z ttle, 8:05 | 18 mpa Ba 
24@ Cleveland, 1:05 | 25 Boston, 1:05 | 26@ Boston, 7:05 | 27 


280 


Atlanta, 1:10 


i 
ee 
a i _—  —_ 


aOGr Sit i 


eve > | 10@ NY Yankees, 7:35 NY Yankees, 7:35 | 12@ NY Yankees, 4:05 
13 @ NY Yankees, 1:35 | 14@ Cleveland, 7:05 | 15@ Cleveland, 7:05 | 16@ Detroit, 7:05 | 17@ Detroit, 7:05 | 18@ eens Bay, 7:05 | 19@ Tampa Reese 


SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 


AWAY GAME BLUE JAYSON CBC:@ BLUE JAYSONTSN:@ BLUE JAYS ON ESPN: ® 


CHRYSLER #7 CANADA 
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VVVY WAVY 


They're an enormous challenge for pitchers and 
team defences - but the fans take delight in watch- 
ing them. Every time the game's best hitters step 


to the plate chances are something very exciting 
is about to happen. BY TOM MALONEY 


CONTACT 


HITTING MASTERS PUT 
THE BALL INTO PLAY 


Who’s the best hitter in baseball? Tough question 
because there’s no one, definitive answer. 

As broadcaster Buck Martinez points out, differ- 
ent hitters are valued for different qualities - power, get- 
ting on base, delivering in the clutch. 

What’s certain is, never in baseball history has 
quality hitting run so deeply. Care to live a nightmare 
every fifth day? Become a starting pitcher. 

Baseball’s become a home run hitter’s paradise. 
Pitchers are the victims, what with puny strike zones, 
diluted pitching and cozy retro-styled ballparks. They're 


knocking on Roger Maris’ door with a battering ram. 


GIANTS’ BARRY BONDS 


When Babe Ruth hit 61 homers in 1927, AL teams 
averaged 55 homers. 

Last year, 11 players alone produced at least 40 and the 
28 teams averaged close to 166 homers. 

Making a list of today’s great hitters is something like 
accepting an Academy Award. You're bound to forget some- 


one in the acceptance speech. 


Capable of providing more than just power hitting 
Start with outfielder Barry Bonds, first baseman Mark 
McGwire, outfielder Ken Griffey Jr. and first baseman/DH 
Frank Thomas. 
San Francisco’s Bonds is constantly pitched around yet has 


combined 30 homers and 30 stolen bases in five seasons. St. 


Louis’ McGwire smashed 58 homers last season, three shy of 
Roger Maris’ record. Seattle’s Griffey (56) combined with 
Jay Buhner to club 96 homers last season, the third highest total 
for a pair of teammates behind Maris and Mickey Mantle in 
1961, and Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig in 1927.Thomas, of the 
White Sox, hits consistently for high average and power. 
Then go with Texas outfielder Juan Gonzalez, who’s dis- 
patched 40 homers in four separate seasons despite injuries. 
Colorado’s Gold Glove outfielder, Larry Walker, National 
League MVP and proud Canadian, put together one of the 
finest seasons in history last year (.346, 49 HR, 130 RBIs). 
Florida outfielder Gary Sheffield, a Triple Crown threat 


in 1992, was once called the League’s most dangerous hitter 
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by respected San Diego Hitting Coach Merv Rettenmund. 

Chicago outfielder Albert Belle became the first player 
in history to match 50 doubles (actually, 52) with 50 homers 
in 1995. The Dodgers’ Mike Piazza, a catcher for heaven’s 
sake, hit .362 with 40 homers last year. AL Rookie of the 
Year Boston shortstop Nomar Garciaparra led the AL in hits 
(209), triples (11) plus at bats (684) last season and was second 
in the AL to Griffey in total bases (393 to 365) while hitting 


30 homers and knocking in 98 runs. 


Setting up the table for the long ball swatters 

Still not done. 

In common, these players have the power to hit 40 
homers in any season: Boston first baseman Mo Vaughn, Los 
Angeles outfielder Raul Mondesi, Atlanta first baseman Andres 


Galarraga, Yankees’ outfielder Bernie Williams, San Diego 
third baseman Ken Caminiti, Yankees’ first baseman Tino 
Martinez, Cleveland outfielder Manny Ramirez, Colorado 
third baseman Vinny Castilla, Seattle outfielder Jay Buhner, 
Arizona third baseman Matt Williams, Toronto designated 
hitter Jose Canseco. 
These lists should be printed with stars alongside, like 
in the old Batman fight scenes on TV. Bop! Bam! Pow! 
There’s a less-heralded group of hitters who don’t over- 
whelm with power yet are considered dangerous by pitchers 
because they produce consistently, without diving into pro- 
longed slumps. In that sense, perhaps they’re the best hitters 
around: Seattle DH Edgar Martinez, Texas outfielder Rusty 
Greer, Anaheim outfielder Tim Salmon, Texas catcher Ivan 
Rodriguez, Minnesota DH Paul Molitor, Yankees’ outfielder 
Paul O’Neill and Atlanta third baseman 


SEATTLE MARINERS’ KEN GRIFFEY JR. 


Chipper Jones. 


In yet another class are the top-of- 


PHOTO FILE 


the-order guys, setting the dynamite so 


the likes of McGwire can detonate the 


explosion - Cleveland outfielder Kenny 
Lofton, Baltimore outfielder Brady 
Anderson, Baltimore second baseman 
Roberto Alomar, San Diego outfielder 
Tony Gwynn, Houston third baseman 
Craig Biggio, Oakland outfielder Rickey 
Henderson, Yankees shortstop Derek Jeter 
and second baseman Chuck Knoblauch, 


and Seattle shortstop Alex Rodriguez. 


Picking faves is not an easy thing to do 

Who’s the best hitter? With so many 
to choose from, it’s a personal choice. Ask 
yourself, who’s the most fun to watch? 
Herewith, are select nominations in order 


of my personal preference: 
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Making a list of today’s 
great hitters is like 
accepting an Academy 
Award. You're bound to 
forget someone. 


TONY GWYNN, 38: Simply amazing, the San Diego right 
fielder has won eight NL batting titles, tying Honus Wagner’s 
record. He’s hit .368 over the past five seasons, 28 points 
higher than his career average of .340.A left-handed hitter, 
his trademark is slashing the ball through the left side of the 
infield. When pitchers tried to counter the tendency by jam- 
ming him, Gwynn began pulling the ball occasionally. As a 
result, his extra-base hits and run production have climbed 
even as his average was increasing. Gwynn established career 
highs with 17 homers, 49 doubles and 119 RBI last season. 
He began this season where he left off - doggedly pursuing 
his personal goal of becoming the first to hit .400 since Ted 
Williams in 1941. 


ho's the best hitter? With 
many to choose from, it’s a 
rsonal choice. Ask yourself, 
ho's the most fun to watch? 


MARK McGWIRE, 34: He hit 58 homers last year for two 
clubs, Oakland and St. Louis. In a 162-game stretch spanning 
the 1995-96 seasons, the Mighty Casey of non-fictional times 
hit 70 home runs. 

“If McGwire stays healthy, he can hit 70 this year,’ Atlanta 
manager Bobby Cox says. McGwire generates amazing bat 
speed and sets himself up with careful pitch selection. On a 
3-1 count in NL play, he averaged .750. 

“Four or five years ago, he was a good power hitter but 
without a good swing,’ Milwaukee Manager Phil Garner said 
recently. “He had a big loop in his swing and you could pitch 
to him. He doesn’t have that loop anymore. He’s a .300 hit- 


ter and added to that power, he’s devastating.” 


KEN GRIFFEY JR., 28: The American League MVP hits for 
power, 56 homers last year, and average despite being vul- 
nerable to the high fastball and left-handers’ sliders. Most 
players are happy getting a glimpse of Roger Clemens’ fast- 
ball; The Kid’s hitting .404 off the Rocket in 57 at-bats. 
“The reason his swing is so good is it stays in the hitting 
zone for such a long time,’ Clemens explains. “You're not 
supposed to be able to cover both sides of the plate, but he 
does. I threw a fastball, belly-button high, and he hit it out (in 
a game last year). Then I threw him an even harder one than 


the cross-seamer, about an inch off the plate down and away, 


- 8 NL BATTING TITLES 


TONY GWYNN 


and he hit it to the opposite field over the fence.” 

Griffey, built like a split end at 6-3 and 205, uses quick 
wrists to flash a 31-ounce bat through the strike zone. 
Exploiting the short right-field porch at the Kingdome, he’s 
delivered 105 homers over the past two seasons. In 94, he 
broke Babe Ruth’s record with 32 by the end of June. 


ROBERTO ALOMAR, 30: He’s toughest when faced with the 
most adverse conditions. 
Last year, the ex-Jay was booed relentlessly following 


his incident with umpire John Hirschbeck. He had an ankle, 
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groin and ultimately a shoulder injury that caused the switch- 
hitter to go exclusively left-handed. In spite of it all, he hit .500 
down the September stretch to make his average .333 on 


the season. 


JUAN GONZALEZ, 28: Built like a Kentucky Derby winner, 
he crushes the ball hard enough to make the most resolute 
third baseman tremble at the sight of a fat fastball entering the 
strike zone waist-high. In the last two seasons Gonzalez drove 
in 275 runs in 267 games - big-time production. 

His drawbacks are injuries and a propensity to chase 


bad pitches. 


EDGAR MARTINEZ, 35: A chessmaster, he’s perfected the art 
of forcing the pitcher to make the pitch he wants. It can be 
spellbinding to watch Martinez lure the beleaguered hurler 
into checkmate. 

“There’s just so many great hitters in the AL but if I'd have 
to say the best, I’d say Edgar and Mo Vaughn,” says Toronto 
reliever Bill Risley, formerly a teammate of Martinez in Seattle. 


“Edgar's just so selective. He’s a pure hitter.” © 


1997 BATTING AVERAGE LEADERS — BE a | 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 26) WT 
PLAYER TEAM AVERAGE 
FRANK THOMAS ............ CHICAGO? ecccciccn caus 347 
EDGAR MARTINEZ ........... SEAIILE x susgvanmesend 330 
DAVID JUSTICE .............. CLEVELAND wn... ore a xe 329 
BERNIE WILLIAMS ........... NEWYORK sie 66 5 nos e008 328 
MANNY RAMIREZ ........... CLEVELAND ascuis o5 tose « 8 328 
PAUL O'NEILL ............... NEW YORK, sess aun 324 
RUSTY GREER, «.¢ scm sromines aya TEXAS sseah otisiss 4 cums sas 321 
REGGIE JEFFERSON .......... BOSTON es osc ve scaen wad 319 
MO'VAUGHN sacswwcssenias au BOSTON) ss awsssaeuae 315 
IVAN RODRIGUEZ ........... TIERS secs cin seuss weitere 313 
NATIONAL LEAGUE SES 2 Se 
PLAYER TEAM AVERAGE 
TONY GWYNN osc ccc sou ees SAN DIEGO. 6.5.5.0: 372 
LARRY WALKER ...........-.. COLORADO .......... 366 
MIKE PIAZZA ..............4. LOS ANGELES ......... 362 
KENNY LOFTON ............ ATLANTA .........00 6 333 
WALLY JOYNER 3 a0. sss cacned SAN DIEGO csse2sn ee 327 
MARK GRACE ............... CHICAGO: oo... e cases ities 319 
ANDRES GALARRAGA ........ COLORADO as seccs iss 318 
EDGARDO ALFONZO ........ NEWYORK. aie asin ose 315 
RAUL MONDES! ............. LOS ANGELES ......... 310 
CRAIG BIGGIO. sisiicre nas aaes HOUSTON 4.¢.seec0m 309 


NOMAR GARCIAPARRA - RED SOX 


1997 HIT LEADERS iS 
AMERICAN LEAGUE = ‘SP RAE pg 
PLAYER TEAM HITS 
NOMAR GARCIAPARRA ...... BOSTON cssigsceseseed 209 
RUSTY:GREER sskicraeascaen ss TEXAS seed scan deomes 193 
DEREK JETER: «css essere as wines NEWYORK cscs es eemas 190 
GARRET ANDERSON ......... ANAHEIM ............ 189 
IVAN RODRIGUEZ ........... TEXAS: sosst dca wren d oi ovine 187 
KEN GRIFFEY JRi: sae eee suas SEATTLE: sesso ox swma 185 
MANNY RAMIREZ ........... CLEVELAND. ecco s ccerens 184 
FRANK THOMAS: sexes cca es aed CHICAGO ass suaes scar 184 
EDGAR MARTINEZ ........... SEATTLE ssistsriccisacwenieunis 179 
PAUL O'NEILL ............... NEW WORK 6 cssccssry¢ o3 a 179 
NATIONAL LEAGUE Si ae 
PLAYER TEAM HITS 
TONY GWYNN ............6. SAN DIEGO .......... 220 
LARRY WALKER .............. COLORADO .......... 208 
MIKE PIAZZA wc. sess c cece ees. LOS ANGELES ........ 201 

CRAIG BIGGIO .............. HOUSTON anisaanaecs 191 

ANDRES GALARRAGA ........ COLORADO asic ssees 191 

RAUL MONDESI ............. LOS ANGELES ........ 191 

VINNY CASTILLA ............ COLORADO .......... 186 
TONY WOMACK ............ PITTSBURGH ......... 178 
MARK GRACE ............... CHICAGO sins ese es 177 
MARK GRUDZIELANEK ....... MONTREAL .......... 177 
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1998 Ford Windstar 
Your Toronto Area Ford and Mercury Dealers 


ff LINCOLN 


Mercury @ 


*The first minivan to receive five stars, the highest rating for front-end impact. 
U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration data used in comparing vehicles within 226 Kg (500 Ibs.). Crash test rating for both driver and front passenger. 


BLUE JAYS’ BATTING COACH 


MATTHEWS 


After three seasons with the Chicago Cubs’ organization 
as Minor League Hitting Co-ordinator, Gary Matthews 
joined the Toronto Blue Jays as Batting Coach on 
December 3rd, 1997. Matthews stepped up to the plate 
as a Coach after a distinguished 17-year playing career 
in the Majors. BY CHRISTINA BUTTERFIELD 


Gary Matthews - or Sarge as Pete Rose nicknamed him while 
the two were teammates in Philadelphia - was a solid hitter 
throughout his long Major League career. He finished with 
a .281 lifetime batting average with 2,011 hits, 319 doubles, 
51 triples, 234 home runs and 978 RBI. 

In addition to those impressive numbers, Sarge also pos- 
sesses hitting wisdom gleaned from a number of legendary 
sluggers - Rose among them - during a career that spanned 
from 1972 to 1987 with the San Francisco Giants, the Atlanta 
Braves, the Phillies, the Chicago Cubs and the Seattle Mariners. 

“T had great teachers so that made it easier for me as a 
young player,” Matthews said. “Guys like (Willie) McCovey 
and (Willie) Mays growing up in the San Francisco organi- 
zation; they always said ‘Give 100% on the field, no matter 
what. If you’ve done that, that’s all anyone can ask’.” 

What important lesson did Pete Rose impart on the 
amiable Matthews? 

“Dedication,” Matthews said. “You look at Pete Rose 
who probably didn’t have the best ability, but because he had 
the best work habits he ended up being one of the best play- 
ers who ever played the game.” 

Encouraging his new charges to work hard won't be a 
problem for Matthews. He inherits a team which possesses 
both talent and a solid work ethic. 

“And what makes it more exciting is that some of the 
guys like Shannon Stewart, Jose Cruz Jr., Shawn Green, Alex 
Gonzalez and Carlos Delgado, can play together for the next 
10 years,” Matthews said. “It can be sort of the same as when 
you had Ron Cey, Davey Lopes and Steve Garvey all play 
together with the Dodgers for so long.” 

Through working with minor leaguers in the Cubs’ sys- 
tem, Sarge has gained plenty of experience developing play- 
ers. He’s also picked up some extra insight from dealing with 


his son, Gary Jr., who was drafted by San Diego in 1993. 


Gary Jr. was promoted to the Padres’ 40-man roster prior to 
the start of this campaign. Matthews and wife, Sandra, have 
three other children: Delvon who is currently attending Texas 
Southern; Dustin and Dannon. 

“My thing is to make sure that I’m giving the younger 
players enough information, but not too much to overload 
them,” Matthews said of his role with the Jays. “We work 
consistently - and hard - on different things. It’s not always easy 
talk. They might get irritated but that’s all part of my job. As 
long as it’s one-on-one, I’m not embarrassing them.” 

Matthews’ job doesn’t just involve the younger players. 
His watchful eye is on veteran players like Jose Canseco, Tony 
Fernandez, Ed Sprague and Mike Stanley as well. 

“Tt’s a little easier with the veterans because they’ve done 
it before, they’ve been through the wars before and they know 
what it takes to get there,” Matthews said. “We don’t have to 
work on their mental approach or the mental preparation 


that they have.’ @® 
GARY MATTHEWS 


POSITION: BATTING COACH 

BORN: SAN FERNANDO, CALIFORNIA 
DATE: JULY 5TH, 1950 = 
RESIDES: CHICAGO, ILLINOIS Ss 


GARY MATTHEWS 
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VANTAGE POINT 


ACES AND KINGS 


Compiling a 19-10 record, 2.96 ERA, 48 saves and 249 
strikeouts in 246.1 innings over his first three ML sea- 
sons, Yankees’ righthander Mariano Rivera has excelled, 
initially in the set-up role and now as the closer. He’s 
deceptive - and effective. BY JIM BYERS 


You look at the guy and automatically figure “No way.” 

Sure, Yankee closer Mariano Rivera is 6-foot-2. But 
there’s only about 168 pounds hanging on that frame, and 
it’s hard to figure how Rivera can whip his thin right arm fast 
enough to generate the kind of 96 mph fastballs that often zip 
their way past Big League hitters. 

Rivera, signed by Jays’ Latin American Scouting Direc- 
tor Herb Raybourn when he was with the Yankees’ organi- 
zation, made a name for himself in 1996 as the set-up man to 
closer John Wetteland. 

Wetteland got the saves, but there are many who’ll tell you 
Rivera was the biggest part of the New York bullpen. 

“T’m not saying Mariano was better than Wetteland,’ 
said Texas Manager Johnny Oates. “But I do think set-up 
guys deserve more credit. Which would you rather do, come 
in with two guys on and two out or nobody on and nobody 
out? I think everyone would say the latter, but it’s the set-up 
guy that often has to deal with the men on base.” 

Rivera in 1996 went 8-3 with five saves and a 2.09 ERA 
for a Yankee team that won the World Series. When Wetteland 
signed with Texas, Rivera was bumped into the closer’s role, 
and he responded well last year with 43 saves in 52 chances 
and a 1.88 ERA. 

“He throws 95-98 mph but he’s very deceptive,” said 
Toronto DH Jose Canseco.“He’s very smooth and the ball just 
explodes on you. He’s tough to hit because he throws the 


ball high in the strike zone. You know it’s coming but you can’t 


seem to hit it. If you could see him twice in a game, you 
might catch up to his fastball, but you only get him once.” 

“He kind of reminds me of Jim Palmer, the way he lets 
go,” said Oates. “You see the ball right there, but you can’t 
hit it. You can tell yourself to make him bring it down (in 
the strike zone) but you can’t lay off the high stuff.You walk 
back to the dugout telling yourself you weren’t going to swing 
at that stuff” 

As if his fastball wasn’t enough, Rivera has gradually 
improved his slider. 

Rivera grew up in a small village in Panama, the son of 
aman who ran a commercial fishing boat. He used to spend 
his days on the open ocean but has always preferred dry land. 
There are a ton of Big League hitters who wish he’d stayed 


in the sardine business. @ 


43 SAVES IN ‘97 


MARIANO RIVERA - 
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ACES AND KINGS 


JOHNSON 


At 6-foot-10, 225 pounds, Randy Johnson is truly The 
Big Unit. He began his ML career with Montreal in 1988 
before he was dealt to Seattle on May 25th, 1989 along 
with pitchers Gene Harris and Brian Holman for hurlers 
Mark Langston and Mike Campbell. Johnson entered this 
season with a 124-68 ML record - and 2,000 strikeouts 
in 1,734 innings pitched. BY BOB ELLIOTT 


have been before. In 1993, frustrated in their attempt to acquire 
Johnson from Seattle, the Jays turned to Oakland for help 
and agreed on a deal for outfielder Rickey Henderson. 

The 1998 season, the final year of Johnson’s current con- 
tract, didn’t start the way Johnson or the Mariners had in 
mind. After hearing his name in trade talks during the win- 
ter, he had a rough start to the season. 

The Mariners scored 21 runs in his first three starts - 
and lost all three games, once to Cleveland on Opening Night 
and twice to the Red Sox. 

Red Sox first baseman Mo Vaughn can relate to Johnson’s 
situation, since both are in the final year of their contracts. 

“Randy’s got to understand, he’s in the best possible 
position he could be in as a player,’ Vaughn said.“He controls 
his own destiny. He should let it all hang out. He’s got noth- 
ing to lose and everything to gain. I hope he’s not putting 
any added pressure on himself to go out and do great things. 

“He’s got a Cy Young. He’s pitched in the Playoffs. He’s 
led the League in strikeouts. He’s left-handed. He has to be 
his normal self. Any pitcher with his kind of velocity is going 


to get a job somewhere.” ® 


JOHNSON WAS 1995 AL CY YOUNG WINNER 


There are great pitchers in the American League 
and there are dominating pitchers - and then, there 
is Randy Johnson. 

Jays’ GM Gord Ash said it best this past winter. 

“T think he’s the most feared pitcher in the 
game,” Ash said. “‘More hitters fear Randy because 
he’s left-handed, but Roger Clemens executes a 
game plan better.” 

You've seen Johnson come up and inside with 
a high hard one to a left-hander and then go down 
and away for strike three. From Level 200 you can’t 
really tell how the hitters feel, save for a couple of 
recent All-Star Games. 

When Johnson ran a ball in on Philadelphia’s 
John Kruk he stepped out, shook his head and pat- 
ted his hand over his heart as if to settle it down. Last 
year, Colorado’s Larry Walker saw one pitch and 
then jumped across into the other batter’s box, 
putting his helmet on backwards. 

Johnson underwent an uncertain off-season 
when the Mariners announced they wouldn’t be 
discussing a contract extension until it reached the 
point where he asked to be dealt. 

The Los Angeles Dodgers showed interest dur- 


ing the winter. The Jays were interested, too, as they 
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Those were 
the days. 


LEONI'S 


ITALIAN KITCHEN 


FAMILY STYLE PLATTERS OF REAL ITALIAN. 
FOR COUPLES AND GROUPS. 


56 Blue Jays Way, Toronto. Just north of the Skydome. 
416-343-0044 
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MAJOR LEAGUE QUIZ 


The addition of two new teams this season means two 
new ballparks so a few questions this time around deal 
with ML stadiums. Test your baseball knowledge in Spring 
Training with some easier questions; the Regular Season, 
questions that are a little more challenging and the World 
Series, tougher still. BY DANN BUTTERFIELD 


QUESTIONS 
Spring Training RE 


1 ~=How many retractable-roof stadiums have been used in 


the Major Leagues? 


2 Which team’s roster sported the oldest average age in 
the Majors in 1997? 


3 = What ballpark was the last to feature an outfield fence that 


measured less than 300 feet from home plate? 


4 Who was the last single-season home run leader to 
accomplish the feat with less than 40 homers? How many 
did he hit? 


5 Name the player who led the AL in the Hit By Pitch cat- 
egory in 1997, 

Regular Season sea | 
6 Prior to Larry Walker’s 409 total bases with Colorado 


last season, who was the last player to top the 400 total bases 


plateau? 


7 What five Major Leaguers played in both the 1960s and 
the 1990s? 


8 What recent Hall of Fame-inducted pitcher holds the 


record for the most seasons with at least 10 wins? 


9 What six father-son combinations have played in a Major 
League Baseball All-Star Game? 


10 Name the pitcher who was the NL only 20-game win- 
ner in 1997. 
World Series RCo 


11. Who was the last player with at least 20 doubles, 20 


triples and 20 home runs in a single season? 
12 The Devil Rays’ Tropicana Field features a full-dirt infield 
on an artificial turf field. What was the last Major League 


park with this field configuration? 


13> What was the only Major League park with an artificial 


turf infield and a natural grass outfield? 
14 Who was the last catcher to lead his league in triples? 


15 Name the player who led the Major Leagues in stolen 


base percentage last year. 


BRADY ANDERSON - A LIKELY HIT 
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ANSWERS sees | 
Spring Training 8 


1. Three retractable-roof stadiums have been used in the 
Majors: SkyDome in Toronto, Olympic Stadium in Montreal, 
and Bank One Ballpark in Arizona. 


2 The Baltimore Orioles had an average player age of 31 


last year. 


3 Yankee Stadium’s right field fence was just 296 feet from 


home plate in 1973. 


4 Fred McGriff led the National League with 35 home 
runs for San Diego in 1992. 


5 Baltimore’s Brady Anderson (19 times). 
Regular Season | 


6 Jim Rice was the last player to collect 400 total bases in 
a season before Larry Walker’s 409 last year. Rice managed the 
feat with the Boston Red Sox in 1978, hitting 46 homers, 15 
triples, 25 doubles, and 213 base-hits. 


7 The five Major Leaguers who played in the 1960s and the 
1990s are: Bill Buckner, with the Dodgers, the Cubs, the Red 
Sox, the Angels and the Royals, 1969-1990; Rick Dempsey, 
with the Twins, the Yankees, the Orioles, the Indians, the 
Dodgers and the Brewers, 1969-1992; Carlton Fisk, with the 
Red Sox and the White Sox, 1969, 1971-1993; Jerry Reuss, 
with the Cardinals, the Astros, the Pirates, the Dodgers, the 
Reds, the Angels, the White Sox and the Brewers, 1969-1990; 
and Nolan Ryan, with the Mets, the Angels, the Astros and the 
Rangers, 1966, 1968-1993. 


DENNY NEAGLE HAD A RARE FEAT 


8 Don Sutton, of the Dodgers, the Astros, the Brewers, the 


A’s and the Angels, recorded 21 seasons with at least 10 wins. 


9 The six father-son combinations to play in MLB All-Star 
Games are: Gus and Buddy Bell; Ray and Bob Boone; Bobby 
and Barry Bonds; Ken Griffey Sr. and Jr.; Sandy Alomar Sr., 
Sandy Jr. and Roberto Alomar; and Felipe and Moises Alou. 


10 Atlanta’s Denny Neagle (20 wins). 


World Series 1 


11 George Brett of the Kansas City Royals hit 42 doubles, 


20 triples and 23 home runs in 1979, 


12 Busch Stadium in St. Louis last had a full-dirt infield on 
an artificial turf field in 1976. 


13 Comiskey Park had a natural grass outfield and an artifi- 
cial turf infield, nicknamed “Sox Sod”, from 1969 to 1976. 


14 Carlton Fisk of Boston tied for the American League 
lead in triples in 1972 with Joe Rudi of Oakland, hitting 9. 


15 Mike Cameron of the Chicago White Sox led the Majors 


in stolen base percentage last year at 92%. @ 
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MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL 


© 1998 Pro Player. Pro Player is an official licensee of MLB. 


JIMMY. 365 DAYS A YEAR. 


The name’s Jimmy. And Jimbo or Big Jim are more fitting 
given its truck heritage. But now with its redesign, this GMC is 
as comfortable on the way to the ballet as it is to the chalet. 

Inside the SLT 4x4 model shown here, you're treated to luxuries like 
leather seats, electronic climate controls and a smooth quiet ride. 

Despite being worthy of the name James, this Jimmy is no 


prissy luxury car. And its 190 horsepower Vortec engine, shift- 


on-the-fly 4-wheel drive, and up to 5000-pound towing capacity 
make sure of that. 

Visit your local Pontiac/Buick/GMC dealer for a test drive. And 
experience this GMC’s style and strength for yourself. We know you'll 
be so at ease with it, you'll prefer to call your sport utility Jimmy. 

For more information, visit our web site at www.gmcanada.com™ 


or call 1-800-GM-DRIVE. 


SO REFINED, 


YOU bEsBES LC EMPAtaD ss TO 


CALL IT JAMES 


swww.gmcanada.com is a trademark of General Motors Corporation. 


Toronto Blue Jays Roster ff 
No. ‘PITCHERS B-T Ht. Wt. Birthdate Birthplace 1997Club W-L ERA G GS CG SV IP H R_ ER BB SO 
49 Andujar, Luis R-R 6-2 210 11-22-72  Bani,D.R. BLUE JAYS 0-6 648 17 8 O 0 500 76 45 36 21 28 P 
Syracuse 1-6 554 13 5 1 #1 #2390 37 25 24 14 29 D 
26 Carpenter, Chris R-R 6-6 215 4-27-75 — Exeter, NH Syracuse 49 450 19 19 3 O 1200 113 64 60 53 97 
BLUE JAYS 3-7 509 14 13 1 #O 811 108 55 46 37 55 A 
21 Clemens, Roger R-R 6-4 230 8-4-62 Dayton, OH BLUE JAYS 21-7 205 34 34 9 O 2640 204 65 60 68 292 
57 Guzman, Juan R-R 5-11 195 10-28-66 Santo Domingo,D.R. Dunedin 0-0 000 2 2 0 0 4.0 3 0 Oo 1-3 T 
BLUE JAYS 3-6 495 13 13 0 0 600 48 42 33 31 52 
41 Hentgen, Pat R-R 6-2 200 11-13-68 -Detroit, MI BLUE JAYS 15-10 368 35 35 9 O 2640 253 116 108 71 160 E 
28 Myers, Randy L-L 6-1 225 9-19-62 Vancouver, WA Baltimore 23 151 61 O O 45 592 47 12 10 22 56 
31 Person, Robert R-R 6-0 185 10-6-69 Lowell, Mass. BLUE JAYS 5-10 561 23 22 O O 1281 125 86 80 60 99 
Syracuse 1-0 0,00 1 1 0 0 7.0 4 1 oO 2 5 eB 
19 Plesac, Dan L-L 6-5 217 2-4-62 Gary, IN BLUE JAYS 2-4 358 73 O O 1 501 47 22 20 #19 61 
48 Quantrill, Paul L-R 6-1 185 11-3-68 London, ON BLUE JAYS 6-7 194 77 0 O 5 880 103 25 19 17 56 L. 
55. Risley, Bill R-R 6-2 215 5-29-67 = Chicago, IL Dunedin 0-2 450 8 6 0 0 12.0 9 9g 6 3 1 
Syracuse 1-2 822 11 #1 #0 OO 15.1 19 15 14 10 20 uU 
BLUE JAYS “0-1 8.31 3 0 0 0 4.1 3 4 4 2 2 
37 Stieb, Dave R-R 6-1 195 7-22-57 Santa Ana., CA. DID NOT PLAY E 
30 Williams,Woody R-R 6-0 190 8-19-66 Houston, TX BLUE JAYS 9-14 435 31 31 O O 1942 201 98 94 66 124 
No. CATCHERS B-T Ht. Wt. Birthdate Birthplace 1997 Club AVG. G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO SB a 
5 Dalesandro,Mark R-R 6-0 185 05-14-68 Chicago, IL lowa 262 #115 405 48 #106 14 0 8 48 33 51 =O A 
9 Fletcher, Darrin L-R 6-1 200 10-3-66 — Elmhurst, IL Montreal 277 96 310 39 86. 20 1 #17 55 17 35 1 
J 
No. INFIELDERS B-T Ht. Wt. Birthdate Birthplace 1997 Club AVG. G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO SB SS 
3 Crespo, Felipe- S-R 5-11 200 3-5-73 Rio Piedras, P.R. Syracuse 1259 80 290 53 75 12 0 12 26 46 38 7 
BLUE JAYS 286 12 28 3 8 Oo 1 1 5 2 4 #0 
25 Delgado, Carlos L-R 6-3 225 6-25-72  Aguadilla, P.R. BLUE JAYS 262 «6153 519 79 136 42 3 30 91 64 133 R 
1 Fernandez,Tony S-R 6-2 175 6-30-62 S.P.deMacoris,D.R. Cleveland 286 120 409 55 117 21 #1 #«=11 «44 «22 ~«47« 6 
8 Gonzalez, Alex R-R 6-0 190 4-8-73 Miami, FL BLUE JAYS 239° 126 «4426 «446 «102 23 2 «#12 «#35 «434 «94 «#15 oO 
4 Grebeck, Craig R-R 5-7 148 12-29-64 Johnstown, PA Anaheim .270 63 126 12 34 0 1 6 18 11 O 
11 Samuel, Juan R-R 5-11 190 12-09-60 San Pedro, DR BLUEJAYS .284 45 95 13 27 4 3 = 15 2 28 5 oS 
33 Sprague, Ed R-R 6-2 205 7-25-67 Castro Valley, CA BLUE JAYS 228 6138 «©5504 63 115 29 4 #14 #48 +%S1 102 O 
20 Stanley, Mike R-R 6-0 190 6-25-63 Ft. Lauderdale, FL Boston 300 97 260 45 78 17 O 13 53 39 50 O T 
New York (AL) .287 28 87) «616 25 8 0 3 12 15 22 O E 
No. OUTFIELDERS B-T Ht. Wt. Birthdate Birthplace 1997 Club AVG. G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO SB R 
44 Canseco, Jose R-R 6-4 240 07-02-64 Havana, Cuba Oakland 235 108 388 56 91 19 O 23 74 51122 8 
15 Green, Shawn L-L 6-4 195 11-10-72 Des Plaines, IL BLUE JAYS 287 135° 429 «57 «123 22 064«©16 «O53 386 99s ‘14 
24 Stewart,Shannon R-R 6-1 194 2-25-74 — Cincinnati, OH Syracuse 346 58 208 41 72 13 = #1 24 36 26 9 
BLUE JAYS 286 44 168 25 48 13 7 +O 22 19 24 10 


JIMMY. 365 DAYS A YEAR 
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BELL CANADA 


Show support for your favourite Blue Jay players and a 
great cause, too. Bell’s Day of Champions, co-sponsored 
by Bell Canada and the Toronto Blue Jays, is an important 
fund-raiser for Camp Oochigeas - a residential 
camp for children who have cancer. 


Toronto Blue Jay fans will be cheering on their 
favourite players on July 22nd as they go to bat for 
Camp Oochigeas. 

The celebrations are part of the fifth annual 
Bell’s Day of Champions - a fund-raising initiative 
for the residential camp for kids with cancer. The 
event is co-sponsored by Bell Canada and the 
Toronto Blue Jays. 

Bell’s Day of Champions features an on-field 
batting and hitting clinic for 30 Oochigeas campers 
with the Toronto Blue Jays at SkyDome. Bell 
Canada will donate $1,000 to the camp for every 
Toronto Blue Jay hit against the Chicago White 
Sox that evening. 

Thanks to the Jays’ great hitting, Bell has 
already donated more than $40,000 to Camp 
Oochigeas since the program began. 

Camp Oochigeas, celebrating its 15th anniver- 
sary this year, was founded in partnership with The 
Hospital for Sick Children as the first residential 
camp for children with cancer. Located in 
Northern Ontario on picturesque Lake Rosseau, 


more than 200 campers and 150 volunteer coun- 


sellors will be attending this special camp during a six-week 
period this summer. 

“We're proud of Bell Canada’s long-standing partner- 
ship with both the Toronto Blue Jays and Camp Oochigeas,” 
said Nick Marrone, Bell Canada’s Managing Director, Events 
and Sponsorships. “By working together and with the support 
of the fans, we can help ensure that Camp Oochigeas becomes 
an even more special place for these terrific kids.” 

The support generated by Jays’ fans also contributes to the 
success of Bell’s Day of Champions. The first 25,000 fans in 
attendance will receive a special phone pass card. 

“Bell’s Day of Champions is an incredible day for our 
campers,’ added the camp’s Executive Director, Greg Smith. 
“Thanks to Bell and the Blue Jays, our campers look forward 
to a day filled with great memories and we'll receive funds to 
help us provide children who have cancer with a fantastic 
camping experience.” 

All funds raised from the 1998 Bell’s Day of Champions 
will go towards the camp’s communication technology. 

If you would like to make a donation to Camp Oochigeas 
or would like more information, please call (416) 961-6624 
or 1-888-GO-4-OOCH. ® 


JACOB BRUMFIELD AND FRIEND LAST YEAR 
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ANNOUNCING 
FREE BUSINESS 
INTERNET 
SERVICE FOR 
A WHOLE, 


ENTIRE YEAR. 


OF COURSE, THERE IS A CATCH. 


Today, we'd like to announce our new dial-up business Internet service, Advantage Internet” solutions. 
And for the next year we’ve made it free to all Bell business long distance customers. But there is a catch. You 
see, we're confident that you'll find it so productive for your business, you won’t want to give it up. Because 
with 75 free hours every month, you'll discover how e-mail and the world wide web can help your business do 
more business. So if you’re a Bell customer, consider it our ‘thank you’ for your business. And if you’re not, 


maybe you should consider switching back. In either case, visit our website or call 1800 325-8837 for details. 


= to 
Bell 
Com sancay 
ASVANTAGE 
Connect to the things that matter 
www. bell.ca/advantageinternet 


Internet dial-up access service is provided by Bell Sygma Inc. 
™ Advantage Internet solutions is a trademark of Stentor Resource Centre Inc. Bell is a licensed user. Long distance charges may apply in rural areas. Limited time offer. 
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Heading into this season, Shawn Green was a career .237 (137-579, 20 homers) 
hitter prior to the All-Star Break and .313 (216-690, 21 home runs) hitter after the 
break. But being an everyday player has stepped up the schedule for the 25-year-old 
who had already started to come through with the bat. BY CHRISTINA BUTTERFIELD 


Shawn Green Showin 


Versatility 


In Outfield, 


Improvement At Plate 


In each of his last three seasons playing 
for the Blue Jays, Shawn Green has hit 
.280 or better. 

But Green is, admittedly, a slow starter. 

In his first full term with the Jays in 
1995, he hit. 237 before the All-Star Break 
and .323 after the Break. He repeated the 
pattern in 1996, batting .231 before the 
Mid-Summer Classic and afterwards, .337. 
Last year was no different as Green hit 
.273 prior to the All-Star Break and .295 in 
the last part of the schedule. 

He continued that trend this year, but 
with one difference. Having a chance to 
play every day, he’s had more at-bats and 
that’s meant he was already closer to his 
career average well before this season's 
All-Star festivities. 

Through April, Green hit .232. By the 
end of May, he was up to .260. And 
through last Thursday's game against the 
Montreal Expos, he was up to .272. He led 
the Blue Jays with 81 hits, was second in 
runs (44), third in home runs (13) and third 
in RBIs (38). And with 19 stolen bases, he 
was among the top base stealers in the AL, 
second only on the Blue Jays to Jose 
Canseco. Those steals for Green already set 


a personal best in the ML, surpassing his - 


14 stolen bases for the 1997 season. 

As far as pro bests are concerned, 
Green swiped 22 bases with Dunedin in 
1992 and 19 with Syracuse in 1994, 


healthy numbers in the speed department 
throughout his time in the Jays’ organiza- 
tion - to go along with his solid defence 
and steady bat. 

“I'm starting to feel better at the 


SHAWN GREEN 


plate,” Green said. “It's taken me a little 


while this time, well, most times, since I've 
started playing. 

“But I’m starting to feel good, I’m 
starting to see the ball and do more of 
what | like to do at the plate in different 
at-bats and hitting in more situations the 
way I'd like to.” 

Green was 2-for-4 with two RBIs in the 


Blue Jays’ 7-3 win at Baltimore on June 


TORONTO BLUE JAYS 
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21st and followed that up Monday night 
with another 2-for-4 game with a walk 
and three runs scored as the Jays beat the 
Expos 14-2. 


GETS PLENTY OF ENCOURAGEMENT 

“He's been coming on,” assessed Blue 
Jays’ Batting Coach Gary Matthews. "He's 
been getting some clutch hits lately and is 
really getting better with the bat. 

“With the younger guys, you have to 
let them know they're doing a good job. 
And he has. 

“He's been playing well in the outfield, 
too. Often when they are on at the plate, 
they're on out in the field as well. We've 
seen that with Ed Sprague lately. He had a 
couple hits the other night (in Baltimore) 
and picked up his game at third, too...made 
some really good plays. 

“But Greenie’s coming along. He's on 
schedule to hit for a decent average and 
to hit 20-or-more home runs. You don't 
want to put pressure on a guy, but that’s 
within reach. But your goal is always just 
to do better than you did last year and 
he's doing that.” 

Green's ML career best batting aver- 
age (.288) came in 1995. He added a 
career best 54 RBIs that same year. The 
Des Plaines, Illinois native had a career 
high 32 doubles in 1996 and posted 
career bests in appearances (135), at-bats 
(429), runs (57), hits (123) and homers 
(16) in 1997. He also led the AL DHs in 
1997 with a .355 average (44-of-124) but 
producing at the plate and in the field is 
his main objective. 

The 6-foot-4, 195-pound outfielder is 
primed to improve his totals now that he’s 
an everyday player. . 

“This year's been great with Tim 
Johnson and Gary Matthews,” Green said. 
“They're real supportive and they've given 
me a lot of insight into what to do in dif- 
ferent situations. | like being in there every 
day, that helps, too. You have a totally dif- 
ferent attitude going in, knowing you're 


going to be in the game. It’s a lot better 
coming to the park when you don’t have 
to worry about that. 

“Baseball's a game of rhythm so it’s 
hard to try to stay in rhythm if you're 
playing only three or four times a week. 
When you're in there every day, especial- 
ly as a younger player, it helps out a lot. | 
think older players and veterans that have 
been around, they know their swing and 
their approach, it's ingrained in their heads 
so much that they can handle not playing 
every day. They're more role players and 
that takes a different kind of talent that 
a lot of young players, including myself, 
aren't able to do.” 

Being in the lineup every day has also 
helped Green, defensively. The extra con- 
fidence he’s earned in the field led to a 
switch to centre where he'll have to be a 
more aggressive, assertive fielder. — 

So far this season, he’s had several 
partners in the outfield between Canseco, 
Shannon Stewart and Felipe Crespo. 
Green's been pretty much the only con- 
stant out there. 

“It's been a change definitely now that 
I'm playing centre,” he said. “It's fun, it’s 
exciting and it’s something that I'll keep 
working at, trying to take as many balls 
out there as | can. Repetition’s really the 
only way to do it.” 

That method worked in the past when 
Green mostly worked in either left and 
right field. He reduced his six errors in his 
rookie campaign to two in 1996 and three 
in 1997. He had a career high 254 putouts 
and 10 outfield assists in 1996. Green had 
contributed to three doubles plays in each 
of his three previous years. 

Having a veteran outfielder beside him 
in Canseco, says Green, is also helping. 

“He's surprised me this year,” said 
Green of Canseco. "For one, | didn’t realize 
what a student of the game he is. | always 
thought he was a big home run hitter, he 
goes up there and swings hard. But he 
knows how to do the little things to win; 


TORONTO BLUE JAYS 


SHAWN GREEN 


he knows how to steal bases, where to 
play guys in the outfield. He knows what 
he's doing. It’s good to have a veteran guy 
like that to help with the younger players.” 

Green knows that now, with three-and- 
a-half Big League seasons already under his 
belt, it won’t be long before he’s no longer 


considered a younger player. In the mean- 
time, he’s focussed on a single goal. 

“My goal is just to be an everyday 
player and contribute, no matter where | 
am,” he said. “| want to do what | can to 
help the team win because we've got a 
good team. | think we're going to have a 
strong season.” ® 
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BEHIND THE SCENES 


BATT BLUE 
JAYS BASEBALL 
ON CBC 


Ever since he can remember, Brian Williams has been 
closely linked with baseball. Ultimately following some 
of his Major League broadcasting idols into the baseball 
booth in 1993, Williams has been a natural calling Labatt 
Blue Jays Baseball on CBC. BY JOHN IABONI 


As one of Dr. Ken Williams’ five children, Brian Williams lived 
in many places all possessing a common thread: Baseball. 

Winnipeg-born Williams spent Grades 1 through 5 in 
Invermere, B.C., and was enthralled with what Western 
Canadians call “hardball”. 

During Grades 6 and 7 in New Haven, Connecticut, 
Williams played Little League Baseball while his Dad intro- 
duced him to two famous Big League ballparks - Fenway 
Park and Yankee Stadium. 

“My Dad’s 83 now and living in Victoria,” Williams said. 
“To this day, he’s still a great baseball fan. We used to go to 
Fenway Park. I can remember Jackie Jensen, Jimmy Piersall, 
Ted Williams, Haywood Sullivan, Pete Runnels, Don Buddin 
and Frankie Malzone. 

“We went to Yankee Stadium and saw Ryne Duren, 
Elston Howard, Yogi Berra, Moose Skowron, Bobby 
Richardson, Bobby Shantz, Bob Turley, Hank Bauer, Mickey 
Mantle, the list goes on and on.” 

When Williams spent his high school years in Hamilton, 
he became a Tigers’ fan simply because the Steel City’s Jr. A 
hockey squad at that time was affiliated with the Red Wings. 

Moving to Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan, allowed 
Williams to see lots of baseball while attending Aquinas 
College in Grand Rapids. “I used to go to a lot of games at 
Tiger Stadium,” Williams said.““Ernie Harwell, the great Tigers’ 
announcer, lived in the same neighbourhood and I came to 
know him well in later years. After university, my family moved 
to St. Louis, Missouri and in the summer I spent there I saw 
something like 20 to 25 ballgames there.” 

Williams’ broadcasting ventures started at CHUM-Radio 
in September of 1970 before he joined CFRB - (the radio sta- 
tion where he also met his wife Geraldine) - in the spring of 
1973. His association with CBC-TV began in July of 1974 as 


part of the network’s Toronto station (CBLT-TV). 

He covered the first-ever Jays’ spring training camp and 
lists standing in the Jays’ dugout when Anne Murray sang 
the Canadian anthem on that first Opening Day in 1977 as 
a highlight. 

Considered the dean of Canadian sports commentators, 
Williams has covered eight Olympic Games, Commonwealth 
Games, World Figure Skating Championships, Grand Prix 
and CART auto racing and distinguished events in hockey, 
football, horse racing and golf. 

His honours include four Gemini and two Foster Hewitt 
Awards. And his dossier in the broadcasting field expanded 
in 1993 when he first handled the Jays’ play-by-play on CBC. 

“Dick Enberg with NBC was for many years the long- 
time voice of the California Angels,” Williams said. “At the 
World Figure Skating Championships in Prague, I remember 


telling Dick I was considering baseball, and he said do it because 


BRIAN WILLIAMS - 


KNOWS THE GAME 


it is the toughest of all sports to broadcast. He said if you can 
do baseball, you can do any of them. You know, he was right.” 

Williams felt comfortable stepping into baseball. And he 
credits baseball for making him a better broadcaster. 

Now in his second season partnered with John Cerutti, 
Williams doesn’t conceal his respect and admiration for his 
colour commentator. 

“T’ve worked with some great people over the years...Ken 
Read, Jackie Stewart, Bobby Unser, Tommy Hutton...I put 
Cerutti right up there with any of them,” Williams said. 

Catch Williams and Cerutti on Labatt Blue Jays Baseball 
on CBC. ® 
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WE'VE GOT THE 
BASES COVERED. 


From the dugout to the diamond, 
Brian Williams and John Cerutti deliver 
all the action. All season long. 


LABATT 
BLUE JAYS BASEBALL 
ON CBC 
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COUGRRR. 


THERE’S a whole new breed of cat on the street. 
With an eye-catching, sleek, tapered body based 
on Mercury's New Edge design. Powerful demeanor. 
It could only be the 1999 Cougar from Mercury. 
Available in two exciting and convenient 3-door 
models. Cougar and Cougar V6. 

PERFORMANCE 2L, 16-valve DOHC 125 HP Zetec 
engine (Cougar). 2.5L, 24-valve DOHC 170 HP 
Duratec engine (Cougar V6). Power steering and 
brakes. Aluminum alloy wheels. 

COMFORT Air conditioning (standard on the Cougar 
V6, optional with Cougar). AM/FM stereo cassette 
(CD systems optional). Front reclining sport seats 
with extra lateral support. Flexible 50/50 split 


fold-down rear seat. Power windows and door locks. 
Dual power heated mirrors. 

SECURITY Second generation depowered front air 
bags. SecuriLock™ anti-theft system. Side air bags 
(optional). 4-wheel anti-lock brakes and traction 


control (optional). 


THE ALL-NEW 1999 COUGAR 
FROM $19,995* OR FROM $24,295" 
FOR COUGAR V6. 


LIVE LIFE IN YOUR OWN LANE 


*Model shown is Cougar V6. Some equipment shown may be optional on Cougar model. May require dealer factory order, allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. 
Freight, license, insurance and applicable taxes extra. Dealer may sell for less. For more details, see your local dealer. 


VISITORS 


1 WILSON, Mookie; COACH 
2 VALENTINE, Bobby; MANAGER 
4 ROJAS, Cookie; COACH 
5 
7 


OLERUD, John; IF 
PRATT, Todd; C 
8 BAERGA, Carlos; IF 
10 ORDONEZ, Rey; IF 
11 KIRBY,Wayne; OF 
13. ALFONZO, Edgardo; IF 
15 FRANCO, Matt; IF 
16 NOMO, Hideo; RHP 
17 LOPEZ, Luis; IF 
20 BENEDICT, Bruce; COACH 
21  PULSIPHER, Bill; LHP 
22 LEITER,Al; LHP 
23 GILKEY, Bernard; OF 
27 COOK, Dennis; LHP 
28 JONES, Bobby; RHP 


Z| 29 YOSHII, Masato; RHP 
30 CASTILLO, Alberto; C 


Pu] 


TOTALS ae 


PIAZZA, Mike; C 
APODACA, Bob; COACH 
REED, Rick; RHP 
HUSKEY, Butch; OF 
HUDEK, John; RHP 
FRANCO, John; LHP 
BOHANON, Brian; LHP 
ROJAS, Mel; RHP 
ROBSON, Tom ; COACH 
McREA, Brian; OF 
WENDELL, Turk; RHP 


BLUE JAYS 


ay 


FERNANDEZ, Tony ;_ IF 
CRESPO, Felipe ;_ IF 
GREBECK, Craig; IF 
DALESANDRO, Mark; C 
RODRIGUEZ, Eddie ; COACH 
GONZALEZ, Alex ;_ IF 
FLETCHER, Darrin; C 

LETT, Jim; COACH 


RUNS SAMUEL, Juan ;_ IF 
TOTALS HITS GREEN, Shawn; OF 


HUBBARD, Jack; COACH 
17. JOHNSON, Tim ; MANAGER 
19 PLESAC, Dan; LHP 
prrcners [iP [H | R [eR [50] 88 


20 STANLEY, Mike; IF/DH 
21. CLEMENS, Roger; RHP 
22 BUTERA, Sal; COACH 
24 STEWART, Shannon; OF 
25 DELGADO, Carlos; IF 
26 CARPENTER, Chris; RHP 
28 MYERS, Randy; LHP 
Toronto Blue Jays vs.New York Mets 30 WILLIAMS, Woody : RHP 
June 30, July 1,2,1998 3; pERSON, Robert; RHP 
33 SPRAGUE, Ed; IF 
34 QUEEN, Mel; COACH 
36 MATTHEWS, Gary ; COACH 
37 STIEB, Dave; RHP 
41 HENTGEN, Pat; RHP 
44 CANSECO, Jose; OF 
48 QUANTRILL, Paul; RHP 
49 ANDUJAR, Luis; RHP 
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Scoring A Game 


Take home a lasting record of today’s Blue Jay 
action by marking the scorecard found in 
the centrefold. Here’s one method of 
scoring agame 


1 Every defensive position on the field has a num- 
ber, as seen at right - the shortstop is number 6, the 
catcher number 2, first baseman number 3, etc. 


2 When a batter grounds out to shortstop, he is retired "6-3", 
i.e. the shortstop throws to first base for the out. A batter 
grounding into a double play - hitting a ground ball to the sec- 
ond baseman, who throws to the shortstop to retire the runner 
at second, the shortstop then throws back to first to retire the 
batter - is said to have grounded into a"4-6-3” double play. 


3 Using these play codes below, coupled with the defensive 


CATCHER 


position numbers at right, will allow you to record the results A SAMPLE INNING: 

of each batter’s at-bat, every inning throughout the game. Stewart leads off 

A line drive out to right field, would be L9; a pop up to the third = and flies out to cen- 

baseman would be scored P5, and so on. ® tre, Fernandez sin- 

=e gles and Green 

— Single F Fly Ball © walks. Canseco hits 

== Double SF _ Sacrifice Fly = BB} ahomerun. 

== Triple WP Wild Pitch Delgado is hit by a 

= Home Run L _Line Drive pl pitch, then advances 
P Pop Fly ES6 wel oOnawild pitch with 

HB Hit Batsman FO Foul Out ’» Stanley at bat. 

SAC Sacrifice Bunt U __— Unassisted = Stanley gets an 

BB Base on Balls E Error > infield hit (Delgado 

IBB Intentional Walk SB Stolen Base —5! holding at second). 

PB Passed Ball CS Caught Stealing y Sprague grounds to 

KS Struck Out Swinging DP Double Play EG! the shortstop and 

KL Struck Out Looking ® Player Scores reaches first base on 

- an error. Bases 


4 The bottom of the diamond shape should be considered loaded. Fletcher 


NE 


home plate. Progress is counter-clockwise with advance to first GONZALEZ 6 strikes out and 
base indicated in the lower right corner, to second base in Gonzalez grounds 
the upper right Orne to third base in the upper left corner, TOTALS yee out to the slartsap 
and to home plate in the lower left corner. to end the inning. 


In the example above, the players are listed in the order in 
which they take their turn at bat. The number after their 


We SB In the example at left, batter reached first on 
error by the second baseman, stole second and 
went to third on a wild pitch. If the run scores 


the diamond is filled in. 


name is their defensive position when they're in the field, 


E4 except for Stanley, the designated hitter (DH). 
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Quality 
Men's Suits 
tailored in 

Canada 


CHAMPLAIN 


The Big Apple has been an active place for baseball in 1998. While the Yankees have 


lived up to their "Bronx Bombers” name this season, the Mets have grabbed head- 


lines as well. Last weekend's interleague clash between the two at Shea is something 
New Yorkers would like to see repeated in the World Series. BY JOHN IABONI 


The New York Mets 
Clearly Indicate 
Playoff Intentions 


ACQUISITION OF MIKE PIAZZA ADDS IMPRESSIVE BAT 


Friday May 22nd, 1998 produced a second 
significant baseball occurrence in the 
greater New York City area for the second 
time in less than a week. 

Only five days after the Yankees’ David 
Wells pitched his perfect game against 
the Minnesota Twins, the New York Mets 
garnered the spotlight when they 
obtained star catcher Mike Piazza from 
the Florida Marlins. 

It ended Piazza’s one week as a Marlin 
and restored a semblance of order in the 
playing career of the All-Star catcher who 
achieved fame with the Los Angeles 
Dodgers. 

“| have gone from a player who 
thought he would spend his whole career 
in one organization to a player who's been 
with three organizations in one week,” 
Piazza said on that momentous day he 
became a Met. “Isn’t that bizarre? It’s like 
rotisserie baseball.” 

Piazza, a free agent after this season, 
made it clear while he doesn’t know where 
his long-term future will take him, he’s 
going to give it his all for the Mets (who 
indicated they'd like to sign him to a new 
pact and not lose him to free agency). 

“|'m not really in a position to specu- 
late on my future after this season,” 
Piazza told the news conference. “I’m very 
excited to be with the Mets and playing 
in New York City. I’m enthusiastic about 


helping the Mets get into the Playoffs any 
way | can.” 

It'll be interesting to see what happens 
when Todd Hundley, another catcher of 
note, rejoins the Mets after the All-Star 
break following his lengthy absence (elbow 
surgery last September). 


MIKE PIAZZA 


\ 


\ gh al ) 


broke 
Campanella’s ML mark for catchers with 
41 homers in 1996 (Campanella had 40 
for the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1953). In 
1996, Hundley also led ML catchers with 
112 RBls; last season, he had 30 homers 
and 86 RBIs. 

Piazza, by comparison over the last two 


Hundley, after all, Roy 


MARK S. LEVINE/NY METS 
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seasons, had 36 homers and 105 RBls in 
1996 plus 40 homers and 124 RBls last 
season. Hundley enters 1998 with a .244 
lifetime batting average while Piazza’s bat- 
ting average was .334. 

Having Piazza and a healthy Hundley 
is quite a luxury indeed and it'll be inter- 
esting to see how this will play out for 
Manager Bobby Valentine and the Mets. 


TRADE COINCIDED WITH WINNING 
As Mets’ General Manager Steve 


" Phillips said at the time of the huge deal, 


Piazza “will instantly give credibility to the 
lineup and he will instantly give credibili- 
ty to Mets’ fans that the organization is 
committed to making the Playoffs and 
advancing towards the World Series.” 

Piazza joined the Mets just as they'd 
won two in what would become a nine- 
game winning streak, their longest winning 
streak since taking 10 in a row in 1990. He 
doubled in his first game as a Met, going 
1-for-4 with one RBI in the May 23rd win 
(3-0) over Milwaukee. The Pirates finally 
brought the Mets to a halt by a 4-3 count 
at Pittsburgh on June 1st. 

As further proof of the Mets’ commit- 
ment to winning, they subsequently bol- 
stered their already strong pitching staff 
by adding another former Dodger, Japan's 


* Hideo Nomo, who finally showed signs of 


his earlier craftiness during last Thursday's 
3-2 win over Baltimore (four hits, two 
runs, eight strikeouts over seven innings in 
a no-decision). 

He compiled a 43-29 record in three 
seasons with the Dodgers before strug- 
gling this season (2-8). If he gets 
untracked, he'll strengthen the rotation’ 
which features ex-Jay Al Leiter (and his 
absolutely marvellous ML-leading 1.60 
ERA and 9-3 record - including a personal 
best six-game winning streak - through 
games of June 25th), Rick Reed, Bobby 
Jones and another Japanese import in 33- 
year-old rookie Masato Yoshii. 

The Mets’ staff headed into last week- 


end’s series against the Yankees with the 
ML's best ERA. and ranked among the ML 
leaders in shutouts. Through their first 74 
games in which they compiled a 42-32 
record, the Mets had nine shutouts, 
already surpassing by one their total for all 
of 1997. 

Get past the starters and the bullpen is 
also deep and tough with a group consist- 
ing of Dennis Cook, Brian Bohanon, John 
Hudek, Turk Wendell, Mel Rojas and John 
Franco who, with 18 saves through June 
25th, raised his career total to 377 (third 
on the all-time ML list). 

If the Mets needed a sign that their 
pitching would be awesome, it came ear- 
ly when they set a team record with 17 
scoreless innings to start the season. That 
included the 14-inning, 1-0 win over 
Philadelphia to start the campaign on 
March 31st at Shea. 

Given this exceptional arm strength, 
the Mets hope to crank up the offence to 
make headway, if not to eventually catch 
the Atlanta Braves, then at least to secure 
the NL Wild Card spot. 

Piazza has been his usual steady self at 
the plate since joining the Mets (carrying 
a .314 batting average through June 25th) 
while former Blue Jay John Olerud, strug- 
gling a tad recently, remains one of the NL 
leaders in batting average (.325), walks and 
on-base percentage through games of 
June 25th. 

Last season, Olerud’s first with the 
Mets, proved to be his best since 1993 
with Toronto. when he won the AL batting 
crown (.363) and stroked 24 homers with 
107 RBls. He finished 1997 with 22 
homers and 102 RBIs while batting .294. 

Defensively? first baseman Olerud is 
part of a squad which has been either at 
or near the top in NL fielding percentage 
this season. Carlos Baerga, the former 
Indian, handles second base effectively and 
is capable of driving in runs. Rey Ordonez, 
whom the Mets acquired in a lottery of 
Cuban defectors (on October 29th, 1993), 


PHOTO FILE 


JOHN OLERUD 


continues to sparkle at shortstop in his 
third ML season. 

Third base, a revolving door through- 
out the years for the Mets, is in the capa- 
ble hands - and bat - of Edgardo Alfonzo. 
Batting .315 last season, his third with the 
Mets, Alfonzo finished second to San 
Diego's Ken Caminiti in Gold Glove voting 
for NL third basemen. 

The Mets’ trio of Brian McRae in cen- 
tre, Bernard Gilkey in left and Butch 
BLUE 


TORONTO JAYS 


@OFPETEC!#£AL 


Huskey in right has shown defensive excel- 
lence and powerful arms, providing plenty 
of outfield assists. 

Gilkey, whom Jays’ First Base/Outfield 
Coach Jack Hubbard tutored during their 
days with the Cardinals, is in his third sea- 
son with the Mets. During the first two, he 
led the NL in outfield assists, providing 18 
in 1996 and 17 last season. In three sea- 
sons before that, he led the Cardinals in 
outfield assists, so runners had better 
beware of this guy.@® 
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aw OLD DIE 


but you 
Sure know how 
to Swine il. 


SOUR ON THE OUTSIDE. 
|Peacingy on the inside... 


New York Mets 


t. Birthdate 


No. PITCHERS 
46 Bohanon, Brian 


27 Cook, Dennis 
45 Franco, John 
43 Hudek, John 
28 Jones, Bobby 
22 Leiter, Al 

16 Nomo, Hideo 
21 Pulsipher, Bill 


35 Reed, Rick 
51 Rojas, Mel 


99 Wendell, Turk 
29 Yoshii, Masato 
No. CATCHERS 
30 Castillo, Alberto 


31 Piazza, Mike 
7 Pratt, Todd 


No. INFIELDERS 
13 Alfonzo, Edgardo 
8 Baerga, Carlos 
15 Franco, Matt 


17 Lopez, Luis 
5 Olerud, John 


10 Ordonez, Rey 


No. OUTFIELDERS 
23 Gilkey, Bernard 
42 Huskey, Butch 
11. Kirby, Wayne 


56 McRae, Brian 


B-T 
L=L 


L-L 
L-L 
S-R 
R-R 
L-L 
R-R 


LL 


Ht. 
6-2 


6-3 
5-10 
6-1 
6-4 
6-3 
6-2 
6-3 


6-1 
5-11 


6-2 


6-2 


Ht. 


6-0 


6-3 
6-3 


Ht. 
6-0 
6-3 
5-10 


6-0 
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249 


190 
185 
200 
216 
220 
210 
200 


195 
212 


205 


210 


Wt. 


185 


215 
230 


wt. 
187 
215 
210 


166 


220 


159 


Wt. 
200 
244 
190 


195 


8-1-68 


10-4-62 
9-17-60 
8-8-66 
2-10-70 
10-23-65 
8-31-68 
10-9-73 


8-16-65 
12-10-66 


5-19-67 
4-20-65 
Birthdate 
2-10-70 


9-4-68 
2-9-67 


Birthdate 
11-8-73 
11-4-68 
8-19-69 


9-4-70 
8-5-68 


11-11-72 


Birthdate 
9-24-66 
11-10-71 
1-22-64 


8-27-67 


Birthplace 
Denton, TX 


Lamarque, TX 
Brooklyn, NY 
Tampa, FL 
Fresno, CA 

Toms River, N.J. 
Osaka, Japan 
Fort Benning, GA 


Hunting, WV 
Haina, D.R. 


Pittsfield, MA 


Osaka, Japan 


Birthplace 


S. J. de la Maguana, D.R. Norfolk 


Norristown, PA 
Bellevue, NE 


Birthplace 

St. Teresa, Venz. 
San Juan, P.R. 
Santa Monica, CA 


Cidra, P.R. 
Seattle, WA 


Havana, Cuba 


Birthplace 

St. Louis, MO 
Anadarko, OK 
Williamsburg, VA 


Bradenton, FL 


Today's Visiting 
Team Roster is 
Brought to You by 


1997 Club W-L 
Norfolk 9-3 
METS 6-4 
Florida 1-2 
METS 5-3 
Houston 1-3 
METS 15-9 
Florida 11-9 
Los Angeles 14-12 
Norfolk 0-5 
Binghamton 0-0 
St. Lucie# 1-4 
Gulf Coast# 1-0 
METS 13-9 
Chicago (NL) 0-4 
METS 0-2 
Chicago (NL) 3-5 
METS 0-0 


Yakult (Japan) 13-6 


1997 Club AVG. 

217 
METS .203 
LosAngeles  .362 
Norfolk -301 
METS .283 
1997 Club AVG. 
METS 315 
METS 281 
Norfol .269 
METS .276 
Norfolk .330 
METS .270 
METS 294 
METS 216 
1997 Club AVG. 
METS 249 
METS .287 
LosAngeles .169 
Albuquerque .335 
Chicago (NL) .240 
METS 248 


556 
206 
106 


AB 
518 
467 

26 
163 
203 
178 
524 
356 


AB 
518 
471 

65 
269 
417 
145 


GS CG SV 
14 4 0 
140 «0 
0 0 0 
0 0 36 
0 0 4 
30 2 0 
27 0 0 
33. «1~=«0 
5 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 
an) 
31 2 °«0 
0 0 13 
0 0 2 
0 0 4 
0 4 
27 6 +O 
R oH 
4 18 
3 2 
104 201 
42 62 
12 30 
RH 
84 163 
53 131 
5 7 
21 45 
32. 67 
19 48 
90 154 
35. 77 
RH 
85 129 
61 135 
6 11 
57 90 
63 100 
23-36 
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DANAE 5 


If you'd like a booklet about Jack Daniel’s Whiskey, write us a letter here in Lynchburg, Tennnessee 37352, USA. 


IN LYNCHBURG, TENNESSEE, the home of Jack Daniel’s 
Whiskey, we read about the Blue Jays every day. 


Of course, we’re more partial to Atlanta’s Braves 
because we get their games on the radio. But now 
that our paper carries scores from both major leagues, 
we can follow the Blue Jays too. So here’s wishing 
you another great season up there in Canada. We 
hope the Blue Jays win the Division, sweep the 
play-offs, get into the World Series. and give our 
Braves a real good battle. 


JACK DANIEDS TENNESSEE WHISKEY 


SkyDome Ticket Prices 
Seating _ Lao cal a 


SKYDECK LEVEL 500 
UPPER SKYBOXES 400 
LOWER SKYBOXES LEVEL 300 
SKYCLUB LEVEL 200 


GATE 1 


GATE 15 


GATE 2 


GATE 14 


3 A244 oe 


GATE 13 


GATE 4 


GATE 12 


PRIVATE BOXES 


PRIVATE BOXES 


GATE 11 
GATE 5 
GATE 6 


GATE 10 


SKYCLUB 


PRIVATE BOXES 


mal PRIVATE BOXES] 


GATE 8 


CRAVING POWER, 
COMFORT AND 
C0 Mwah UR <td ah] ie] Gl 


THE NEW CAMRY 


&) TOYOTA 


Ler's face it, kids are kids. You can't always depend on them to be quiet and perfectly 

‘3, behaved. Not so with the new Camry. It has been re-engineered from top to bottom 

| to give you not only supreme driving pleasure, but also true peace and quiet. 

From the inside, the new Camry is exceptionally roomy with generous head 

and legroom. And its new aerodynamic shape and advanced sound-absorbing 

materials soak up road and engine noise to make the interior blissfully quiet. 

Indeed, from behind the wheel just about the only sound you'll hear is your heart 

beating. (Unless of course you have the optional CD player cranked up high). With independent 4-wheel 
suspension and powerful, responsive engines, including the optional 194 hp V6, the new Camry is truly a 


driver's car. Hey, if your kids can't be perfect at least your family car can. Starting fr om $21, 348: 


Exh 
we Your Toyota Dealer is @ proud sponsor of Canadian Special Olympics. *MSRP for 1998 Camry CE (BG22KM-AA). Price excludes license, insurance, applicable taxes, freight and PDE. Dealer may sell for less. See dealer for details. 


The New 1998 Toyota Camr 


Obedient. . TOYOTA 
Responsive. oh unre 


or visit us at www.toyota.ca 


(The car, not the kids.) 


Model shown with optional equipment. 
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Living with pressure during every appearance, the 


PHOTO FILE 


closer is called upon to seal a team’s victory. 
Getting the job done on a consistent basis is what 
puts the great closers in a cherished class - and 
turns contenders into championship material. 
BY MARK ZWOLINSKI 


THE DOOR 


CLOSERS ARE DIFFERENT 
TYPES, BUT EVERY SQUAD 
DEPENDS UPON THEM 


Rod Beck’s eyes almost popped when he read the fine 
print in his contract with the Chicago Cubs. 

“You can’t do nothing...even spelunking is in 
there, you're not allowed to go spelunking,” an incred- 
ulous Beck told a reporter recently. 

Spelunking is cave exploration, underwater and 
otherwise. And that tells you all you need to know 
about where most closers are coming from. 

Beck is a closer. His job description is the same 
as any other pitcher of his ilk - get the last three outs 
of a game. 

Starting pitchers can get their 18 outs and set-up 
guys can fill in the next six. If they’re inconsistent at 
times, they’re forgiven. 

No way can the same be said of a closer. Uh, uh. 

Just ask Seattle Manager Lou Piniella. His club won 91 
games last season and blew 27 saves, a trend which resumed 
at the start of the 1998 season. 

When it comes to pressure, closers walk along the edge 
of a razor, often on a nightly basis. It’s no wonder they’te, at 
the same time, loved and hated, revered and loathed - and 
definitely, the most mysterious cats in the alley. 

“All closers are a little different,” said the Mariners’ 


Heathcliff Slocumb. “In the fifth inning, I might still be in 


NEW YORK METS’ JOHN FRANCO 


the clubhouse or on the bench, watching hitters. Lee Smith, 


Randy Myers....they might still be in the clubhouse, asleep.” 


Closers started to come of age not that long ago 

It’s really only been this way in baseball since closers 
actually came into focus in the 1970s. 

Up until then, the ninth inning was still the domain of 
the starter. In fact, relievers were paid on par with middle 


infielders, which was the Major League minimum. 
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But when guys like Rollie Fingers, Sparky Lyle and 
Al Hrabosky came along, baseball opened up its dictionary 


to enter the word closer. 
And ever since, the personality of a closer - how he 
prepares, and what makes him tick - has become an 


entrenched part of the show business of baseball. 


“What all great closers have is arrogance,” Mariners’ 


starter Jeff Fassero said. “They grow into the role, they 


grow into that persona. You look at the best closers over 
the last 10 years, guys like Lee Smith, Dennis Eckersley and 
John Wetteland. They all had it. 

“Rod Beck doesn’t have great stuff, but he has con- 
trol. And he has that arrogance.” 

Maybe it’s arrogance, and maybe closers are content 
to let everyone guess what they’re about. 

In the first week of the season, when the Texas 


Rangers were visiting the Blue Jays, Wetteland emerged 


NO SPELUNKING FOR CUBS' BECK 


DENNIS ECKERSLEY 


from a team meeting and drifted back to his 


BOTH PHOTOS: PHOTOFILE |” 


locker and pulled out his crossword puzzle (a 
passion of his), sat down, began solving, obliv- 
ious to everyone else. And, oh yeah, he was 


wearing a hockey helmet. 


When it comes 
to pressure, closers walk 
the razor's edge, often 


a 


on a nightly basis, 


Then there’s Randy Myers and his lock- 
er. Don’t go near it - that’s Myers warning to 
press and other players - or else. So far, no 
one has found out about the “or else” part. 

Then there’s Rod Beck. One day off 
with him, and it’s pretty obvious why the 
Cubs are particular with his contract. 


“Tm getting a Harley delivered Saturday 


(February 14th),” he said back in spring train- 
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ing. “If anything, I’m a bit of a motor- 
head. I love my cars. I have two dragsters. 
I build engines and my brother-in-law 


drives until they take that clause out.” 

Sometimes best place to stay is home 
Yet, not all closers are as off the wall 

as their press clippings might suggest. 
Over the winter, Mets’ closer John 


Franco had a tough decision to make. 


The Baltimore Orioles, who had just lost 


Wetteland emerged 
from a team meeting 
and pulled out his 

_ crossword puzzle. 
>And, oh yeah, he 
iewas wearing a 
»-hockey helmet. 
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Myers to the Blue Jays, came after him 
hard with a great contract offer. 

At 37, Franco was about to sign like- 
ly the last contract of his career. He chose 
the Mets. He’s been a New Yorker for life 
(born in Brooklyn), and that’s what his heart told him to do. 

Franco has ties with Lou Carnesecca, the former St. 
John’s University basketball Coach who is a wise man and 
inseparable from tradition. Franco pitched for St. John’s and 
credits Carnesecca with keeping him in school. 

Once a month or so, he used to visit his alma mater, and 
when Carnesecca wasn’t talking to basketball players, Franco 
would come into his office with a box of Italian bakery treats. 

Franco’s father was “always there” when he was a kid, tak- 
ing him to Little League games. When his father died, he 
buried him with his ring from the 1986 All-Star Game. 

“I never got to buy them that retirement house in 
Florida,” he said of his parents. 

Now, Franco wears the orange T-shirt of the New York 
Sanitation Department under his game jersey. It was his father’s 


place of work. 


JOHN WETTELAND - PUZZLE ENTHUSIAST 


Have to be very strong to handle this role 

Each spring, just before the season starts, Franco visits his 
parents’ grave sites and gathers a pebble from each one to 
keep at his locker at Shea Stadium. In the eight years since 
their deaths, his relatives have come to know Franco’s annu- 
al tradition, and they leave small stones atop the headstones 
for his visits. 

New York is a tough place to play, it has the highest of 
highs and the lowest of lows. 

“T leave the stadium with my kids and somebody yells 
‘you stink. My kids ask,‘Daddy, why did they say that’?” 

As he does on the mound, those are the times when 
Franco draws on his belief in himself. 

And in that, there is a little seriousness, and a little of the 
playfulness that seems to exist in all closers. 


“T don’t get my due respect,’ Beck said. “I’ve had to 
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Bottom of the 9th. Two outs. Your team is ahead by a run. 
It’s a full count. The catcher Signals for a fast ball, but you disagree. 
As the catcher gives you the second signal, a hush comes over the crowd. 
You eye the rummer at third and then let loose your greatest curve ball everes. 
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drop-in loading extraordinary film 3 sizes index print 


Classic 


In photography, 
the image is the 
thing. With Kodak 
Advantix cameras, 
it’s three things. 


Advanced Photo System cameras 
let you choose among three 
different formats for each picture 
as you shoot. Classic format is 
perfect for portraits, group format 
lets you tell more of the story, 
and panoramic gives you the big 
picture. Now that you can frame 
shots in three ways, taking 
great pictures is easier than ever. 
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Visit us at http://www.kodak.ca 


work hard for everything I’ve gotten and I’ll 


have to continue to do that. I’m not exactly sure 


TORONTO BLUE JAYS 


of the reasons, although the first thing on the 
list is always weight (he’s at 240 pounds), but 
maybe it’s not necessary for me to have gotten my 
due respect, yet. I’m 29 and I’m just coming into 
my prime. 

“Besides, you always hear about a guy pulling 


a muscle, you don’t hear about a guy pulling fat.” 


SOME FACTS ON CLOSERS 

© John Franco of the New York Mets last 
season became the National League’s leader in 
most saves, lifetime when his 36 raised his career 
totals with Cincinnati and the Mets to 359. 

Lee Smith held the previous mark with 347 
as a closer with the Cubs, the Cardinals, the Reds 
and the Expos. Adding his American League totals 
with Boston, Baltimore and California, Smith’s 
ML record for most career saves stood at 478 
through 1997. 

@ Dennis Eckersley’s 323 AL saves heading 
into this season ranked first all-time in the AL. 

© Blue Jays’ closer Randy Myers began 1998 
with 319 career saves, 243 in the NL with New 
York, Cincinnati, San Diego and Chicago plus 
76 - including an AL high 45 in 1997 - during his 
two seasons with Baltimore. 

Myers possesses the National League record 
for most saves in a season (53) which he set with 
the Cubs in 1993. 

© The ML and AL records for most saves in 
a season belong to Bobby Thigpen who regis- 
tered 57 with the Chicago White Sox in 1990. @ 
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1997 MLB SAVES LEADERS 

AMERICAN LEAGUE a 2S aad 
PITCHER TEAM SAVES 
RANDY MYERS ...........-. BALTIMORE ............ 45 
MARIANO RIVERA .......... NEW YORK 0.0... cous soe 43 
DOUG JONES ascsucesseneas MILWAUKEE ............ 36 
TODD JONES sisi ais pecs DETROIT a o:e ecMiac seus. exe 31 
JOHN WETTELAND ......... TEXAS wiacs cx naan ss gin 3 50.8 31 
ROBERTO HERNANDEZ ..... CHICAGO oo dee eens cee 27 
TROY PERCIVAL ............-. ANAHEIM .............. ral 
HEATHCLIFF SLOCUMB...... BOSTON-SEATTLE ...... 27 
RICK AGUILERA ............. MINNESOTA ........... 26 
BILL TAYLOR 6 ccesnese an acsod OAKLAND ............. 23 


NATIONALLEAGUE 1? areas 
PITCHER TEAM SAVES 
JEFF SHAW ............-.045 CINCINNATI ........... 42 
ROD'BECK scsmazvamsessane’ SAN FRANCISCO ....... 37 
TREVOR HOFFMAN ......... SAN DIEGO: 3 sxacsawess 37 
DENNIS ECKERSLEY ......... STHLOWIS sivsissmaisemas 36 
JOHN FRANCO ............. NEW YORK. ccscnes acres 36 
ROBB INEN «25 ss0n%s swpasees FLORIDA, wiss ova meey acne 35 
TODD WORRELL ............ LOS ANGELES .......... 35 
RICKY BOTTALICO .......... PHILADELPHIA .......... 34 
MARK WOHLERS ............ ATLANTA ..........2005 33 
RICH ROISELVE «were i swsnece oa PITTSBURGH acc ciccésa8 29 
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electric guitar 


hearing aid 
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Our nickel is everywhere. In the leads and contacts of an electric guitar. And, as it turns out, the 


electronics of a hearing aid. In fact, add it up and nickel helps make over 300,000 items. From skyscrapers 


to computers. Planes, trains, automobiles - even the kitchen sink. We're Inco. We're a part of things. 


To learn what we’re doing to meet the world’s growing demand for nickel, visit www.incoltd.com. 


TOP MANAGERS 


LIPE 
ALOU 


He replaced Tom Runnells as Manager of the Expos on 
May 22nd, 1992. Montreal was 17-20 at the time, but 
Felipe Alou guided the team to a 70-55 record the rest of 
that season. Alou has become one of the game’s most 
respected Managers as he’s rebuilt the Expos into con- 
tenders time and again. BY BOB ELLIOTT 


People used to wonder whether Montreal Expos’ Manager 
Felipe Alou had the easiest or the most difficult managing 
job in baseball. 

With players leaving on such a 


regular basis, the Expos’ annual 


turnover rate is like a high school foot- 
ball team or a junior hockey club. 

Yet, each year the Montreal line- 
up would be replenished as kids would 
emerge from the organization’s talent- 
ed farm system, extremely deep thanks 
to the work of Scouting Director Gary 
Hughes, now of the Florida Marlins. 

No one asks Alou the question 
any more. 

Contractors may know rebuild- 
ing, Alou rebuilds every off-season. 
Gone from last year’s team are Cy 
Young Award winner Pedro Martinez, 
second baseman Mike Lansing, slug- 
ger Henry Rodriguez, first-baseman 
David Segui, catcher Darrin Fletcher, 
lefty Rheal Cormier, reliever Dave 
Veres, outfielder Joe Orsulak and right- 
hander Jim Bullinger. 

“After the 1994 season, we broke 
up the best team in baseball?’ Alou said 
of the winter when Larry Walker, 
Marquis Grissom, John Wetteland and 
Ken Hill left. 

“We bounced back and were 
serious contenders again two years 
later, but then we traded Moises (his 


son), Jeff Fassero and our closer, Mel 


TORONTO 


FELIPE ALOU 


BLUE 


Rojas. Now, we’ve broken up a team that was fourth in 
the division.” 

Ah, yes the 1994 season which came to an end during the 
labour dispute. No World Series memories and another heart- 
breaking finish for the Expos, who, at 74-40, led the Braves 
(68-46) the day the season died on August 12th. 

There always was a doubt about Alou’s Expos, the best 
team never to play in the post-season. After all, they never 
made the post-season as a team. However, they did make it 
individually. 

Moises Alou showed he can play in the October glare, 
narrowly losing the World Series MVP last season to Marlins’ 
teammate Livan Hernandez. In 1996, Wetteland won Series 
MVP honours when the Yankees emerged as champions. In 
1995, Grissom won a World Championship with Atlanta. 

Walker played the ’95 NL Division Series with Colorado 
and last year won the NL MVP Ken Hill, Fassero, Sean Berry, 


- MONTREAL EXPOS 
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PHOTO FILE 


Kirk Rueter and Lenny Webster all made 
the post-season. 
Suffice to say, Alou’s players did well 
when they arrived in the post-season. 
“Over the winter of 1994-95, I 
looked back and wondered,” Alou said, 
“but I don’t think of the past.” 
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People can argue all they want about 
baseball’s first family: The DiMaggios, with 
Joltin’ Joe, Vince and Dom or the Ripkens, 
Cal, Cal Jr. and Billy. 

Yet, the tree with the best bloodline 
is the Alou family from the Dominican 
Republic. Felipe and his brothers, Jesus 
and Matty combined for 5,094 hits and 


lou’s Expos, the best 
am never to play in 
e post-season. 


269 homers during their Major League 
careers. 

The trio made ML history when 
they formed the outfield for San Francisco 
for a game on September 15th, 1963. 

Moises, now in Houston, continues 
the Alou tradition of hitting line drives. 

And Pop? Worry about him if you 
want, his team stripped like an open-pit 


mine, but he’s rebuilding it once more. ® 
FELIPE ALOU lea 


BORN: HAINA, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
DATE: MAY 12TH, 1935 


MLB MANAGING RECORD 
PRIOR TO THIS SEASON 

REGULAR SEASON ae 
Ww L % 

470 399 541 


MLB HONOURS Bes | 
NL MANAGER OF THE YEAR (1994) 
NL MANAGER ALL-STAR GAME (1995) FELIPE ALOU - MONTREAL EXPOS 


70 TORONTO BEUE jAY¥ S OFFIGIrATL MAGAZINE 


And let us shed light on the fastest growing recreational activities: 


e 4 million Canadians go camping 

e 2 million Canadians go fishing 

e 1 million Canadians are avid boaters 

e 1 million Canadians are licensed hunters 


Most Canadians enjoy the Great Outdoors 


Truly ‘ ¢ Canadian 


Available at 


Contact us at 1-800-268-4331 


PlayBall! Magazine is pleased to present our readers with our Restau- 
rant Guide. Whether you're coming to the game from out of town or 
live in the Toronto area, these restaurants, located within minutes of 
SkyDome, will provide you with a great selection of food and 
beverages for your pre-game meals and post-game celebrations! 


EXPERIENCE THE GIAGICAL WONDERS — % 
Of A MEOLEVAL CASTLE, FEAST ON X : 
FABULOUS FOUR COURSE MEDIEVAL 4 ? ee ; ~ 
BANQUET WHILE WATCHING THE » é Se : >. e if FOR RESERVATIONS & 
PAGENTRY OF KNIGDTS'ON SPANISD see ae : P- SHOWtIMES CALL 


STALLIONS. CDEER FOR GRA DE = * 2 ‘Se ey 3 416-260-1234 
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THE RESTAURANTS OF SHYDOME 


more than 

one wall 
[0 See 

(he game! 


CLUB WINDOWS a fi ne IGKTLINES LOUNGE 
fable forc ora group of 200. © cai (416] 347-3008 For reservations: [416] 341-2424 


Btioy our lively atmosphere and unequalled _ fish mild (poached, grilled) or or wild: Gerke 
selection of fish and seafood. The Fish House _ blackened or plank-cooked), eS prepares 
features ia, selection of fresh fish the tasteful touch of the citiés finest 
seafood chefs. Come on and give tis 
a orld athe you prefer your a Sy f tty, you're sure to get hooked! 


roll 


; 
DOWNSTREAM’ 144 Front St. W. (Comer of University Ave. & Front St.) Reservations: 
s ) 


UPSTREAM 205 55 Sheppard: AvewE, (Just east of the Don Valley Park ’ay) Reserva poy ele 


1) MEDIEVAL TIMES 
‘DINNER & TOURNAMENT 
EXHIBITION PLACE 
Tel: 1-800-563-1190 


KING ST. W. 


“LS NHOf 
‘LS JODWIS 


. SIGHTLINES LOUNGE & 
/ CLUB WINDOWS 
1 BLUE JAYS WAY, SKYDOME 
RESERVATIONS: 
Tel: (416) 341-2424 
GROUP SALES: 
Tel: (416) 341-3008 
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FRONT ST. W. 


CN TOWER 
THE FISH HOUSE 

3) 144 FRONT STREET WEST 
Tel: (416) 595-5051 


\ B.C. ROAD 


LAKESHORE BLVD. 
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The Cleveland Indians became the last Major 
League club to lose a game in 1998. After rolling 
to a 6-0 record, the Indians absorbed their first 


° 
- 
° 
x 
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loss on April 8th at Oakland. The fast start rein- 
forced predictions the Indians will be in the 
Playoff hunt once more. BY MIKE ZEISBERGER 


MACHINE 


THE INDIANS EXPECTED 
TO CONTEND AGAIN 


After a 49-year drought, bubbly was on the verge of 
replacing beer as the drink of choice along the south 
shore of Lake Erie last October. 

On the night of October 26th, rabid Indians’ 
fans in the blue-collar city of Cleveland put away 
their six packs and prepared to pop the corks on 
prized bottles of champagne. And why not? For the 
first time since 1948, their Indians looked like they 
would become World Champions. 

But, alas, the baseball gods had other ideas. 

With his club just a heartbreaking three outs 
away from the title, closer Jose Mesa blew a 2-1 lead 
in the ninth inning of Game 7.Two innings later, an 
error by second baseman Tony Fernandez preceded 
Edgar Renteria’s game-winning single up the mid- 
dle, giving the Florida Marlins the championship 
that all of Cleveland so badly craved. 


How much does that bitter memory linger? Fernandez 


knows only too well. 

“Nobody asks me about the good things that I did last 
year,” said Fernandez, who is now a Toronto Blue Jay. “They 
only choose to remember that play.” 

Luckily for Indians’ supporters, GM John Hart doesn’t get 


mad. Instead he gets even. 


Under Hart’s tutelage, the Indians keep finding ways to 


maintain their depth and compete. 


JIM THOME - 40 HRs LAST YEAR 


Their pitching is expected to keep the score close 

“The idea is for us to be a contender every year,” Hart 
said. ‘We'd love to win the World Series every year, but a lot 
of luck and other things come into play for that to happen. 
We believe in being pro-active. If you sit back and just react 
to things, you're going to be left behind in the dust.” 

Make no mistake. Hart practices what he preaches - and 
then some. Gone from the Indians are the likes of Fernandez, 


pitchers Orel Hershiser and Jack McDowell, third baseman 
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Matt Williams and centre fielder Marquis Grissom. The 1998 Cleveland Indians have a legitimate shot to return 


In their place are players like infielder Shawon Dunston, to the Fall Classic. 
starters Dave Burba and Dwight Gooden, third baseman Travis “John Hart has saved millions with his vision of the 
Fryman, outfielder/DH Geronimo Berroa and centre fielder future,” Cincinnati Reds’ GM Jim Bowden said. 
Kenny Lofton, back from a year’s hiatus in Atlanta. In a sport in which most officials insist a club is only as 
The names have changed but the story remains the same. good as its pitching, Hart isn’t afraid to go against the flow. His 
DAW UD) USTICE.W SReCKVG IN 2a7 philosophy is simple: Compile a lineup featur- i 


ing the most lethal bats possible, then attempt to 


put together a pitching staff that does nothing 


more than keep your team close. 


GREGORY DREZDZON 


One look at the Indians’ batting order leaves 


opposing pitchers quivering in their cleats. 
Lofton. Dunston. Jim Thome. Manny Ramirez. 
David Justice. Sandy Alomar Jr. Omar Vizquel. 
Berroa. And let’s not forget promising outfield- 


er Brian Giles. 


The names have changed 


Z 


ay 


oe 


same. The 1998 Indians _ 
have a legitimate shot to _ 
return to the Fall Classic. 


Manager Hargrove pencils in potent lineup 

From top to bottom, Mike Hargrove could 
easily be writing in the best hitting lineup in the 
Bigs on a nightly basis. Hargrove’s job may sound 
easy, but it’s not. 


During the Indians’ mid-season swoon in 


1997, Hargrove had to endure many rumours 
that his days in Cleveland could be numbered. 
The pressure to win is always strong around i 
Jacobs Field. 

“Mike Hargrove is the only Manager I’ve 
ever had in Cleveland,’ said Hart, who has been 
together with Hargrove since 1991.“That should 
tell you something.” 


While Hargrove’s club is best known for its 


big bats, the highest paid pitcher on the club is 
starter Charles Nagy, whose $3.5-million salary is 
relatively low in today’s escalating market. 


“Every General Manager has his own phi- 


losophy and I’ve always been offence-oriented,” “i 
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ARE YOU 
USING THE 


Introducing motor oil so different you can see it. 


Quaker State introduces the clear choice in engine protection—three new motor oils specially 
formulated for the vehicles you drive and the way you drive them. 444” Special Synthetic Blend for 
Hard Working Engines. High Performance Premium Synthetic Blend for High Horsepower ae 
And Synchron™ Ultra Premium Full Synthetic for Ulumate Engine Protection. ) 

Each oil comes in a clear bottle and is extra filtered with our patented 

Micro-Q Filtration” to ensure our oil starts pure and clean, for a difference 


you can see. And trust. So, why take a chance when the choice is clear? 


©1997 Quaker State Inc. All rights reserved. Clear bottle is a trademark of Quaker State. www.quakerstate.com The Choice is Clear. 
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Hart said. “As a former Manager, I’ve always liked to have big 
offence because I’d see you’d run into one or two good 
pitchers and that’s it. As we went along, I think we adopted 
that philosophy. 

“We found it was a little easier to acquire and evaluate 
the young budding star position player than it was the young 
pitcher because of the variables with the pitchers. 

“Take a look around. The American League has small 
parks where offence plays...then there’s the fact that the depth 


of pitching has diminished. We’ve had the best record in the 


MANNY RAMIREZ A PART OF 


~~ 


7 


American League the past four years, so it has paid divi- 
dends. In a perfect world, I’d like to have more pitching but 


you can’t have it all.” 


s noi or his w 


s I V gandd § ways 
Hart is a modern day Machine Gun Kelly, ready to pull 
the trigger at a moment’s notice. Just consider the situation 
involving Williams. 

During the off-season, Williams had a meeting with Hart 
and Assistant General Manager Dan O’Dowd. 


At that time, he showed the 


LETHAL LINEUP 


Indians’ hierarchy a piece of paper 
with two lists written on it. 


On one side were 10 things 


s 


Rod 
, that were great about playing in 
: Cleveland. 


On the other side were two 


aa 


words - “My children.” 
Despite his love of Cleveland, 
Williams wanted to play with the 


expansion Diamondbacks because 


he gets even 


his two kids were back in Arizona. 
Williams begged for Hart and 
O’Dowd to work out a deal. If not, 
he claimed he would retire when 
his contract ran out at the end of 
the 1998 season. 

Hart complied. Williams was 
shipped to Arizona in exchange for 
Fryman, a solid third baseman who 
has driven in at least 81 runs in 
each of the past seven seasons. 

Then there was the Kenny 
Lofton situation. 


asa Long considered the spark- 
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plug of the Indians’ offence, the speedy Lofton 
turned down a $44-million, five-year offer from 
Cleveland that would have kicked in at the begin- 
ning of the 97 season. He wanted more. 

Hart had other ideas. Rather than break the 
bank for Lofton, he shipped his marquee leadoff 
man to Atlanta along with pitcher Alan Embree 


in exchange for Justice and Grissom. 


Opening Night victory sent clear message 
“That took guts because Lofton is such a 
star and a popular person in Cleveland,” Bowden 
said. “But it also took courage to bring him back 
and sign him at a lower price.” 
After a year in which he battled injuries and 
stole just 27 bases with the Braves, Lofton’s val- 


ue dropped. Enter Hart, who wooed Lofton back 


ind if anyone doubted 
these Indians, the club 
ade a bold statement 
Opening Night that 
they were back. 


thanks to a three-year, $24-million pact. 

Sell high. Buy low. That's the world accord- 
ing to John Hart. 

Trade Lofton when his value is up. Bring 
him back when his value has gone down. 

It is the time-honoured recipe of a winning 
club. And it should prove to be just as successful 
in 98 as the Indians make yet another run at the 
World Series. 

And if anyone doubted these Indians, the 
club made a bold statement on Opening Night 
that they were back. 

Trailing Randy Johnson and the Mariners 
9-3 at the Kingdome March 31st, the Indians ral- 
lied for a dramatic 10-9 victory. Even newcom- 
ers like Fryman were impressed. 

“Coming back to win that game sent a message,” Fryman 
said.“ We have the kind of lineup where the other team knows 


it never has enough runs.” 
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KENNY LOFTON - COMING HOME 


Should Hart have his way, those long-suffering Indians 
fans will have the chance to break out the bubbly once again 
come October. He only hopes this time there will be that 


elusive World Series reason to pop the corks. ® 
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Explorer goes 
where others can't. 


Winner of the 1998 Used 

* 
Car Performance Award. 
1994-1996 Explorers get top marks in the most 


rigorous of tests, real life. Unlike others, CAA’s Used 
Car Performance Awards are chosen by CAA members, 
not test drivers. CAA survey criteria is based on 

the percentage of owners who say they are ‘very 
satisfied’ with the vehicle. It is also based on the 
low frequency and low cost of repairs. What 
better reasons are there to own a Ford Explorer? 


Gord Ngtor Company, of Canada, Limited 


1-800-561-FORD www.ford.ca 


4. 


When off road; Ford encourages*you to-drive sensibly and always:respect the environment. q *CAA is the trademark of the Canadian Automobile Association. 
: 2 ; ; : Light Truck Category. 
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TOP CATCHERS 


ARMOR ALL 


ALOMAR JR. 


Imagine spending your whole life trying to escape the 


intimidating shadow of first, your father and second, 
your little brother. Welcome to the world of Sandy 
Alomar Jr. of the Cleveland Indians who's also managed 
to carve out some incredible accomplishments. 

BY MIKE ZEISBERGER 


e 
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His father, Sandy, compiled a prestigious 15-year career with 
the Yankees, the Angels, the Braves, the Rangers and the White 
Sox. His brother Roberto is a perennial .300 hitter who owns 
two World Series rings thanks to the back-to-back champi- 
onships compiled by the Blue Jays back in 1992 and 1993. And 
Sandy Jr.? 

He’d spent most of his career unsuccessfully attempting 
to stay off the disabled list. But 1997 changed all that. 

Last season was indeed a Cinderella year for Sandy Jr. 
He was healthy. He hit .324 with 21 homers and 83 RBI. 
He slammed the game-winning home run at the All-Star 
Game in front of the jubilant hometown fans at Cleveland’s 
Jacobs Field. 

Alomar’s penchant for slamming dramatic home runs in 
the post-season was a big reason for the Indians’ run at a 
World Championship. In fact, his name was all but chiselled 
onto the World Series MVP trophy after hitting .367 with 


two homers and 10 RBI against the Marlins in the Fall Classic. 


Storybook swat at the 1997 All-Star Game 
But Sandy Jr’s dream season would come crashing down 
at the end. The memory of it all still makes his gut churn. 
“T haven’t gotten over it,” he admitted. 


While the pain still gnaws at him, Sandy Jr. can find relief 
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in the fact that ’97 proved once and for all that he is one of 
the best backstops in the game. 

And his flair for the dramatic knows no bounds. 

Just three days after his 96-year-old grandmother, Petrolina 
Velazquez, passed away in Puerto Rico, Sandy Jr. paid tribute 
to her with a one mighty swing of his bat. In a page right out 
of a Hollywood script, the Indians’ catcher sent the Cleveland 
crowd into a frenzy by belting the decisive two-run homer in 
the seventh to give the American League a 3-1 victory over 
the National League in the 68th Mid-Summer Classic. 

In memory of Velazquez, both Sandy Jr. and Roberto 
of the Baltimore Orioles wore black armbands on their uni- 
form sleeves that day. “Thank God I had the strength to get 
through the whole week,” said Sandy Jr. that night. “I know 
(Grandma) is smiling tonight. This game was dedicated to her. 
This season is dedicated to her. I just sped around the bases. 
You only get one chance to hit a home run in the All-Star 
Game in front of the hometown fans. It’s a great accom- 
plishment.” 

Sandy Jr., who was on a 30-game hit streak at the time, 
became the first player to go deep in his home park during 
an All-Star Game since Atlanta’s Hank Aaron at Fulton County 


Stadium in 1972. All that remains now for Sandy Jr. is win- 
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ning one of those elusive World Series rings. ® 


..Covering All The Bases= 


ARMOR ALL. 
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Wins & LloSseSe 


Al] the scores. WY 
All the S. i 


All the time. 


Nobody beats Headline Sports 
Television Network for up-to- 
the-minute scores and stats on 
every team in the bigs. Don’t 
wait ‘til 11:00 pm. Get updated 
as it happens, with the greatest 
real-time sports ticker on the 
planet. Stay on the ball with 
Headline Sports. 


HIEA/DILITINIE! 
Sports 


Major League Pitchers 


Anaheim Angels 
19 Jason Dickson 
21 Shigetoshi 
Hasegawa 
23 Rich Robertson 
31 Chuck Finley 
34 Allen Watson 
39 Omar Olivares 
40 Troy Percival 
41 Rich DeLucia 
44 Ken Hill 
46 Mike James 
65 Michael Holtz 
72 Jack McDowell 


Baltimore Orioles 
15 Doug Drabek 

19 Scott Erickson 
21 Jimmy Key 

30 Scott Kamieniecki 
35 Mike Mussina 

37 Norm Charlton 
43 Sidney Ponson 
47 Jesse Orosco 

49 Armando Benitez 
51 Terry Mathews 
53 Arthur Rhodes 
55 Doug Johns 

75 Alan Mills 


Boston Red Sox 

17 Bret Saberhagen 
19 Brian Rose 

27 Butch Henry 

32 Derek Lowe 

33 Steve Avery 

34 Rich Garces 

36 Tom Gordon 

41 Jim Corsi 

43 Dennis Eckersley 
45 Pedro Martinez 
46 John Wasdin 

49 Tim Wakefield 
53 Kerry Lacy 

55 Brian Shouse 
Chicago White Sox 
29 Keith Foulke 

32 Thomas Fordham 
33 Michael Sirotka 
36 Scott Eyre 

37 James Baldwin 
38 Jaime Navarro 
41 William Simas 
43 Carlos Castillo 
46 Jason Bere 

47 Matt Karchner 
49 Tony Castillo 


~~ Cleveland Indians 
16 Dwight Gooden 
27 Jaret Wright 
30 Rick Krivda 
34 Dave Burba 
36 Tom Martin 
37 Chad Ogea 
38 Eric Plunk 
40 Bartolo Colon 
41 Charles Nagy 
42 Mike Jackson 
45 Paul Assenmacher 
49 Jose Mesa 
51 Alvin Morman 
53 Paul Shuey 


Detroit Tigers 


22 Justin Thompson 
26 Doug Brocail 
36 Tim Worrell 
38 Brian Moehler 
39 Bryce Florie 
44 Sean Runyan 
45 Doug Bochtler 
46 Frank Castillo 
49 A.J. Sager 

55 Roberto Duran 
57 Greg Keagle 
59 Todd Jones 


Kansas City Royals 
21 Jeff Montgomery 
28 Pat Rapp 

33 Chris Haney 

34 Jim Pittsley 

35 Hipolito Pichardo 
41 Tim Belcher 

47 Brian Bevil 

48 Scott Service 

50 Jose Rosado 

51 Danny Rios 

53 Glendon Rusch 
56 Matt Whisenant 


Minnesota Twins 
17 Greg Swindell 
18 Eddie Guardado 
21 Mike Trombley 
22 Brad Radke 

30 Mike Morgan 
31 Daniel Naulty 
32 Latroy Hawkins 
38 Rick Aguilera 
39 Bob Tewksbury 
41 Eric Milton 

58 Hector Carrasco 


New York Yankees 
13 Willie Banks 

14 Hideki lrabu 
27 Graeme Lloyd 
29 Mike Stanton 
33 David Wells 

36 David Cone 

40 Darren Holmes 
42 Mariano Rivera 
43 Jeff Nelson 

46 Andy Pettitte 
55 Ramiro Mendoza 


Oakland Athletics 
22 Billy Taylor 
29 Buddy Groom 
30 Aaron Small 
32 Mike Mohler 
33 TJ. Mathews 
36 Mike Fetters 
37 Kenny Rogers 
40 Willie Adams 
41 Jim Dougherty 
44 Mike Oquist 
49 Tom Candiotti 
51 Jimmy Haynes 


TORONTO 


Seattle Mariners 
13 Jeff Fassero 

22 Rafael Carmona 
26 Bill Swift 

27 Ken Cloude 

31 Bobby Ayala 
34 Paul Spoljaric 
40 Mike Timlin 

41 Filipe Lira 

44 Jim Bullinger 
46 Bob Wells 

47 Tim Davis 

48 Tony Fossas 

50 Jamie Moyer 

51 Randy Jonson 
52 Heathcliff Slocumb 


“NGhicago Cubs 


30 Jeremi Gonzalez 
31 Kevin Foster 

34 Kerry Wood 

35 Bob Patterson 
36 Kevin Tapani 

41 Marc Pisciotta 
44 Amaury Telemaco 
45 Terry Mulholland 
46 Steve Trachsel 
47 Rod Beck 

51 Terry Adams 

54 Mark Clark 

58 Ben Vanryn 


Tampa Bay Devil Rays ™i@ificinnati Reds 


30 Luis Arrojo 

31 Tony Saunders 
32 Albie Lopez 

35 Dennis Springer 
36 Terrell Wade 

39 Roberto Hernandez 
40 Wilson Alvarez 

41 Jason Johnson 
43 Estaban Yan 

45 Jim Mecir 

46 Dan Carlson 

52 Ramon Tatis 

55 Rick Gorecki 

56 Bryan Rekar 
Texas Rangers 

23 Tim Crabtree 

28 Darren Oliver 

30 Aaron Sele 

31 Xavier Hernandez 
32 Rick Helling 

33 John Burkett 

35 John Wetteland 
36 Bobby Witt 

43 Alan Levine 

50 Mark Brandenburg 
53 Eric Gunderson 
56 Dan Patterson 

58 Scott Bailes 

59 Roger Pavlik 


19 Willie Blair 

20 Jeff Suppan 
27 Cory Lidle 

30 Gregg Olson 
31 Russ Springer 
34 Brian Anderson 
36 Clint Sodowsky 
37 Omar Daal 

38 Joel Adamson 
39 Barry Manuel 
40 Andy Benes 
44 Ken Robinson 
46 Scott Brow 

47 Felix Rodriquez 


‘WAtlanta Braves 


15 Denny Neagle 
29 John Smoltz 

31 Greg Maddux 
32 Dennis Martinez 
34 Kevin Millwood 
36 Alan Embree 

38 Mike Cather 

43 Mark Wohlers 
46 Kerry Ligtenberg 
47 Tom Glavine 

48 Brian Edmondson 
51 Pedro Borbon 
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26 Steve Cooke 

31 Scott Sullivan 
32 Danny Graves 
33 Mark Kroon 

36 Gabe White 
37 Stan Belinda 
38 Pete Harnisch 
40 Brett Tomko 

41 Jeff Shaw 

43 Mike Remlinger 
45 Mark Hutton 
46 Scott Winchester 
49 David Weathers 


MiGSlorado Rockies 
16 Curtis Leskanic 
21 Jamey Wright 
23 Chuck McElroy 
29 Mark Thompson 
30 Kevin Ritz 
34 Pedro Astacio 
36 Robert Jones 
37 John Burke 
43 Mike Munoz 
44 Mike De Jean 
45 Jerry Dipoto 
47 Dave Veres 
52 John Thomson 
57 Darryl Kile 


‘WAFizona Diamondbacks @Fl6rida Marlins 


20 Vic Darensbourg 
21 Jesus Sanchez 
24 Kirt Ojala 

32 Alex Fernandez 
34 Brian Meadows 
36 Andy Larkin 

38 Rob Stanifer 

39 Jay Powell 

43 Eric Ludwick 

47 Rafael Medina 
49 Felix Heredia 

57 Antonio Alfonseca 
61 Livan Hernandez 


‘Houston Astros 
10 Mike Hampton 
13 Billy Wagner 
19 Doug Henry 
37 Shane Reynolds 
38 Sean Bergman 
42 Jose Lima 
43 Bob Scanlan 
45 Chris Holt 
46 Trever Miller 
47 C,. Nitkowski 
51 Jose Cabrera 
52 Mike Magnante 
54 John Halama 
59 Ramon Garcia 
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13 Antonio Osuna 
16 Hideo Nomo 
36 Scott Radinsky 
37 Darren Dreifort 
44 Mark Guthrie 
46 Jim Bruske 

48 Ramon Martinez 
49 Frank Lankford 
52 Darren Hall 

59 Ismael Valdes 
61 Chan Ho Park 


M™Milkaukee Brewers 


13 Jeffery D'Amico 
14 Jeff Juden 

21 Cal Eldred 

27 Bob Wickman 
28 Mike Myers 
37 Steve Woodard 
40 Chad Fox 

41 Jose Mercedes 
42 Scott Karl 

43 Doug Jones 
46 Paul Wagner 
47 Al Reyes 


MMontreal Expos 


18 Marc Valdes 

21 Shayne Bennett 
28 Javier Vazquez 
29 Trey Moore 

30 Dustin Hermanson 
32 Anthony Telford 
33 Carlos Perez 
34 Rick Dehart 

41 Ugueth Urbina 
44 Steven Kline 

51 Mike Maddux 


NEw York Mets 


22 Al Leiter 

27 Dennis Cook 

28 Bobby Jones 

29 Masato Yoshii 
31 John Franco 

32 Paul Wilson 

35 Rick Reed 

36 Greg McMichael 
38 Dave Mlicki 

40 Armando Reynoso 
43 John Hudek 

46 Brian Bohanon 
51 Mel Rojas 

99 Turk Wendell 


“Philadelphia Phillies 


21 Mark Portugal 
28 Tyler Green 

31 Mark Leiter 

37 Matt Whiteside 
38 Curt Schilling 
44 Mike Grace 

45 Yorkis Perez 

48 Jerry Spradlin 
52 Ricky Bottalico 
54 Garrett Stephenson 
55 Matt Beech 

58 Darrin Winston 
61 Wayne Gomes 
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“llllos'Angeles Dodgers ‘Pittsburgh Pirates 


22 Jason Schmidt 

34 Esteban Loaiza 
35 Marc Wilkins 

36 Javier Martinez 
38 Chris Peters 

39 Jeffery Wallace 
41 Jason Christiansen 
47 Jon Lieber 

49 Jeff Tabaka 

51 Rich Loiselle 

56 Jose Silva 

67 Francisco Cordova 
71 Elmer Dessens 

73 Ricardo Rincon 


M@Stibouis Cardinals 


28 Lance Painter 

30 Todd Stottlemyre 
31 Donovan Osbourne 
37 Kent Bottenfield 
38 Manuel Aybar 

41 Alan Benes 

43 Kent Mercker 

46 Mark Petkovsek 

50 John Frascatore 

53 Juan Acevedo 


“@SanDiego Padres 


24 Mark Langston 
26 Don Wengert 

27 Kevin Brown 

33 Dan Miceli 

36 Donne Wall 

37 Brian Boehringer 
41 Sterling Hitchcock 
43 Andy Ashby 

47 Pete Smith 

50 Joey Hamilton 
51 Trevor Hoffman 
52 Ed Vosberg 

56 Carlos Reyers 


WSaniFrancisco Giants 


19 Jim Poole 

22 Osvaldo Femandez 
26 Mark Gardner 
31 Robb Nen 

33 Rich Rodriguez 
39 Steve Reed 

43 Danny Darwin 
46 Kirk Rueter 

49 John Johnstone 
50 Julian Tavarez 
53 Orel Hershiser 
55 Shawn Estes 
56 Orel Hershiser 


NATIONAL LEAGUE 


AMERICAN LEAGUE 
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SkyDome offers the most versa- “"NgmeSS 


tile, exciting and unique venue for all 
of your corporate events. Our dedicated team 
will help make your event a truly successful and 
memorable one. 

Choose SkyDome for its versatility. We 
accommodate guests from 3 to over 50,000, with- 
in all budget ranges, rain or shine, day or night, 
all year round, in the World’s Greatest 
Entertainment Centre. 

Choose SkyDome for its excitement. We pro- 
vide unusual elements that will establish 
new benchmarks of creativity for your event. 
The parameters of your event are only limited 
by your imagination—pyrotechnical displays, 
hot air balloon rides, casino games or carnival 


SKYDOME. 


WORLD'S GREATEST ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE 
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rides can all be part 

of your own private event 
or fund raiser. 

Choose SkyDome for its uniqueness. Open 
or closed roof (seasonal), JumboTron, major 
league playing surface, outstanding catering and 
more are available for your corporate event. 
Our venue provides the ideal backdrop for your 
company’s team building or sports outing, prod- 
uct launches, film shoot or client entertaining. 


Let us show you how SkyDome is working to be 
your Preferred Venue. Your next success starts 


when you call... (416) 341-2222 


WHERE THE STARS COME TO PLAY! 


SkyDome Corporation, 1 Blue Jays Way, Suite 3000, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5V 1J3 


HOCKEY HALL OF FAME 


An incredibly gifted athlete, Lionel Conacher excelled in 
every sport. Whether in the ring, on the field, on the grid- 
iron, on the diamond or on the ice, Conacher’s oppo- 
nents knew they were in tough against “The Big Train.” 


His days as a Pittsburgh Pirate began during the 1925-26 
National Hockey League expansion season, but Lionel 
Conacher was a rare athlete who emerged as a true superstar 
during the multi-sport era. 

Conacher shone on the diamonds with baseball’s Toron- 
to Maple Leafs, capturing the Triple A Championship fol- 
lowing his rookie NHL term in 1926, And as a member of 
Toronto's Hillcrest ball club in 1922, Conacher led his squad 
to the Ontario Baseball Championship, hitting a triple in the 
ninth, before heading across town for the Ontario Lacrosse 
Championship against Brampton where he helped Toronto 
Maitlands with four goals in a 5-3 comeback win. 


Conacher also laid claim to the Canadian light-heavy- 
weight boxing championship (1920); the Grey Cup (1921 
with the Argonauts - he had two touchdowns, one field goal 
and two singles for 15 points in the 23-0 victory over the 
Edmonton Eskimos); two Stanley Cups (with Chicago in 1934 
and Montreal in 1935) during a 12-year NHL career as a 
defenceman; selection as Canada’s best all-around athlete of 
the half-century in 1950; and induction to several sporting 
Halls of Fame, including the Hockey Hall of Fame (in 1994). 

Lionel Conacher - The Big Train - a true Canadian sport- 


ing legend. @ 


LIONEL CONACHER- SPORTS LEGEND 


THE HOCKEY HALL OF FAME PITCH: 
GREAT LOCATION. SUPERB “STUFF” 


Like the ace of the Blue Jays staff, the 
Hockey Hall of Fame has terrific location 
and excellent “stuff”. We're situated just a 
line drive away on Front Street, and of 
course nobody beats our hockey displays 
and games. Like our cool interactive 


exhibits. Drop by 


play-by-play of some of hockey’s greatest 
goals or visit a replica of the Montreal 
Canadiens dressing room. All this, and 
much more, is set amongst the finest 
collection of hockey artifacts in the 
world, including the magnificent 


Stanley Cup. 


and challenge NHL Full Impact So before or after the next Jays home 


Hockey as video images of Gretzky or | game, take a stroll through the Hockey 
Hall of Fame. We're sure you'll find it wel- 


come relief from the typical pre-game routine. 


Messier fire sponge pucks at you. Test 


the accuracy of your shot. Call the 


30 Yonge Street (Yonge & Front Sts.) BCE Place, Toronto (416)360-7765 
Monday to Saturday: 9:30 AM - 6:00 PM - Sunday: 10:00 AM-6:00 PM Website: www. hhof:com 
eee 
Hockey Hall of Fame Founding Sponsors 
Bell Canada * Blockbuster Video * Coca-Cola Canada * Ford of Canada ¢ Household Financial Services 
* IBM Canada Ltd * Imperial Oil * Kodak Canada Inc. * London Life * Molson Breweries * TSN/RDS © The Toronto Sun 


HONDA CANADA 


98 HONDA 
HIT-RUN‘ THROW 
PROGRAM 


Talk about connecting for a grand slam! Organizers of 
the 1998 Honda Hit*Run*Throw (HHRT) Program are 
hopeful 45,000 kids aged 13-and-under from all across 
Canada will participate this year. That figure would sur- 
pass last year’s all-time high of 37,000 and emphasize 
how dramatically this program for boys and girls - now 
in its eighth year - is taking off. 


“We're really proud of the way it’s going and it just seems to 
be getting stronger and better every year,” said Todd Wallin, 
Baseball Canada’s Manager of Marketing and Events. 

Sixty youngsters, accompanied by a parent or guardian, will 
qualify for the HHRT National Championship and see a Blue 
Jay game at SkyDome on September 26th. 


in Victoria, B.C. It was an experience that I’ll never forget.And 
that’s what you see in the eyes of the kids involved in the 
Honda HiteRuneThrow Program. 

“You've got kids from all over Canada qualifying to come 
to SkyDome where they get a chance to meet the stars. Last 
year, Shawn Green, Carlos Delgado and Alex Gonzalez were 
our spokespersons. It’s an incredible experience for the kids.” 

Julian Franklin is the Blue Jays’ representative for HHRT. 

“Honda HiteRun+Throw is a great program for the 
youth because it addresses the need to have our kids active in 
sports and athletics,’ Franklin said. 

“Tt also leaves them with a positive experience because 
the Jays, Honda and Baseball Canada make sure all the kids are 
fulfilled and rewarded for participating - every kid is a win- 
ner. All the program asks is for kids to try their best and their 


best is definitely good enough for this program.” 


WHAT IS THE HONDA HIT*RUN¢* THROW PROGRAM? 

The HHRT Program is a national baseball skills competition 
(hitting, running, throwing) for youth ages 13-and-under (1.e., 
youth born in 1985 or later). Events begin at the communi- 
ty or local level with associations, Honda dealerships or com- 
munity groups hosting competitions. The top performers 
qualify for a regional event and then the Provincial Final.The 
top participant from each category at the Provincial compe- 
tition (accompanied by a parent or guardian) is invited to 
attend the National Championship in addition to a Blue Jays’ 
game at SkyDome. This year’s National Championship will 
take place at SkyDome on Saturday, September 26th when the 


Jays will face the Detroit Tigers. 


BASEBALL CANADA'S KEVIN BRIAND 
CONGRATULATES A PARTICIPANT 


The HHRT Program is a joint venture 
between Baseball Canada, the Toronto Blue 
Jays and Honda Canada. Additional sup- 
port is provided from Cooper Baseball, 
Easton Sports Canada, Major League 
Baseball, Gatorade, Sports Canada and All 
Sport Insurance Marketing. 

“Tt’s a wonderful opportunity to get 
the game of baseball out there?’ Wallin said. 
“Kids who may not be participating in 
baseball can get a chance to get involved. 
And kids who are on baseball teams can 
try and strive on an independent level. 

“T liken it to when I was growing up 
and we used to have the Showdown in 
hockey. I remember being at the Howie 


Meeker Hockey School at 10 years old out 
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AVAILABILITY 


Through the use of the existing volunteer network of ama- 


teur baseball, the program is available to virtually every geo- 


graphic region and community across the country. 


PARTICIPANT CATEGORIES 


CATEGORY YEAR OF BIRTH GENDER 
Pre-Rookie 1991 & after Mixed 
Rookie 1989 & 1990 Mixed 
Mosquito 1987 & 1988 Girls 
Mosquito 1987 & 1988 Boys 
PeeWee 1985 & 1986 Girls 
PeeWee 1985 & 1986 Boys 
SKILL CATEGORIES 


HITTING: Each participant is allowed three swings at a regu- 
lation baseball positioned on a batting tee. Points are based on 
distance hit (measured from the batting tee to the ball’s first 
point of impact). The top two distances are scored. 
RUNNING: Each participant is allowed two attempts to run 
the bases. Each attempt is timed as the participant runs the 260- 
foot circuit around the bases. 

THROWING: Each entrant will have two opportunities to 
throw a baseball from behind a designated starting line. The 


score is based on distance and accuracy. 


ELIMINATION 

Winners are determined by totalling the individual’s best 
score in each of the three skills categories: i) Longest hit; ii) 
fastest run and iii) farthest and most accurate throw. At the 
local level only, one participant per category will advance if 
the event has less than 60 competitors and two participants 


per category if the event has 60 competitors or more. The 


HERE'S HOW TO FIND OUT ABOUT HONDA HIT*RUN*THROW-IN YOUR AREA: 


FONDA 


BUILT WITHOUT COMPROMISE 


KIDS TEST THEIR SKILLS AT HHRT 


regional competitions will only see one participant per cat- 
egory advance to the Provincial final. The winner of each 
category at the Provincial competition will advance to the 


National Championship. 


COST & PARTICIPANT PACKAGES 
The cost for each participant will again be $5.00. This year, the 
participant will receive one Blue Jays signatured baseball, one 


HHRT progress card, one souvenir poster and Gatorade. @ 


PROVINCE 


Central Ontario/Greater Toronto Area 


North-Eastern Ontario 
South-Western Ontario 
British Columbia 
Alberta 

Saskatchewan 
Manitoba 

Quebec 

New Brunswick 

Nova Scotia 

Prince Edward Island 


Newfoundland 


CONTACT 

Julian Franklin 

Tom MacWilliam 
Ben Kelly 

Rob Arnold 

Tammy Leshchyshyn 
Sharon Bergerman 
Lorne Korol 
Claude-Marc Raymond 
Donna Whalen 
Heather MacDonald 
Walter MacEwen 


Ken Dawe 


PHONE 
(416) 341-1088 
(613) 748-5606 
(519) 740-3000 
(604) 737-3037 
(403) 453-8601 
(306) 780-9237 
(204) 925-5764 
(514) 252-3075 
(506) 450-1891 
(902) 425-5450 
(902) 838-0835 
(709) 368-2819 


FAX 
(416) 341-1413 
(613) 748-5767 
(519) 740-6311 
(604) 737-6043 
(403) 453-8603 
(306) 352-3669 
(204) 925-5792 
(514) 252-3134 
(506) 446-9889 
(902) 425-5606 
(902) 838-0840 
(709) 368-6080 


E-MAIL 

jfranklin@bluejays.ca 
hhrt@baseball.ca 
bkelly@uguelph.ca 
info@baseball.bc.ca 
admin@baseballab.sport.ab.ca 
skbaseball.regina@sk.sympatico.ca 
baseballquebec@videotron.ca 
whalnbnb@nbnet.nb.ca 
macdonhm@sportns.ns.ca 
gmorrison@pei.sympatico.ca 


sad1024@infonet.st-johns.nf.ca 
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Jaysinthe Community 


It's going to be a busy season for the Toronto Blue Jays both 
on and off the field as they have a number of programs and 
events on deck for the 1998 season. 


After a successful inaugural season, the K for Kids program 
is back and each of the Toronto Blue Jays’ pitchers is putting 
it all on the line for the youth in Toronto. K for Kids encour- 
ages baseball fans to participate in this season long fundrais- 
er by phoning 416-362-KIDS (5437) to make a pledge to K 
for Kids. Every time a Blue Jay pitcher registers a strike out, 
the K for Kids program raises money for youth related pro- 
grams supported by the Toronto Blue Jays Charitable 
Foundation. 


On July 2nd, the Metro Toronto Housing Authority and 
Toronto Blue Jays will launch their Rookie League Baseball 
Program. With the help of the Metro Toronto Police and the 
Toronto Blue Jays, the Rookie 
League Baseball Program invites 
high risk children from Toronto's 
low income housing projects to 
learn the fundamentals about 
baseball and the facts about 
drug abuse and healthy life- 
styles. Fans are asked to lend a 
hand by donating a glove to the 
annual Rookie League Glove Drive over the June 5th, 6th 
and 7th weekend series. Help keep these children off the 


streets and in the playgrounds where they belong. : 


SIGN UP FOR THE '98 SEASON FOR 


ONLY $20 


JOIN NOW! Blue Jays Fan Club 
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Fore! The Blue Jays, with the help of some familiar faces from 
yesteryear, have their golf clubs ready for the Third Annual 
Blue Jays Golf Tournament. 
This year’s tournament is sched- 
uled for August 10th, at 
ClubLink’s challenging Diamond 
Back Golf Club. This event has 
generated over $100,000 for the 
Toronto Blue Jays Charitable Foundation which supports 


CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT 


numerous youth-related charities across Canada. 


The Toronto Blue Jays Charitable Foundation is a non- 
profit Foundation incorporated under the laws of the 
Government of Canada. Established in March of 1992, the 
Foundation mission statement 
oe ; Blue Jays 
is simple: To contribute to the 
enrichment of the quality of life 
(of youth to seniors) in the 
community through means 
associated (directly or indirect- 
ly) with the Toronto Blue Jays 
Baseball Club. In 1997, over 
$175,000 was donated by the Toronto Blue Jays Charitable 
Foundation to various Canadian charities. 


Foundation 
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Charitable 


Feedback: is the breakfast of champions! The Toronto Blue Jays 
can be reached online on the Internet 24 hours a day at 
http://www.bluejays.ca and via e-mail at: community. 
relations@bluejays.ca @ 


SIGN UP NOW FOR THE 1998 SEASON AND YOU'LL 
RECEIVE: @4 issues of FULL COUNT the official full 
colour fan magazine. @A collector's edition embossed 
Fan Club membership card that gets you 15% 
DISCOUNT on all regularly priced Jays merchandise 
at the Bull Pen stores at SkyDome and Commerce Court. 
@A JOSE CRUZ JR. Rookie Card and...@Information on 


NAME potential trips and other exciting events. 

Mail to: Blue Jays Fan Club, Box 555, Don Mills, Ont. M3C 2T6 
ADDRESS | APT. CITY = POSTAL CODE 
TEL. # 
() FEE FOR 1998 SEASON: $20 [| | OUTSIDE CANADA: $25 
PAYMENT BY. MONEY ORDER | CHEQUE MASTERCARD | CARD # EXPIRY DATE | SIGNATURE 


Sas 
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Rules of Conduct 


A MESSAGE TO FANS FROM 
THE TORONTO BLUE JAYS 


The Toronto Blue Jays Baseball Club would like to offera warm 
welcome to SkyDome spectators. We hope that you and l your 
friends and family enjoy watching the Major League action. For 
the benefit of everyone at the game, we'd like to explain some 
stadium rules of conduct. 

Fan enthusiasm is a great part of baseball, and we encour- 
age active cheering - and good-natured booing! 

However, an individual's conduct must be bounded by 
the law and by the rights of others to enjoy the game. Fan 
behaviour cannot unreasonably offend others, or be unrea- 
sonably abusive of the players. We request that each of you be 
considerate at all times of the feelings of the players and of the 
sensitivities of fans seated around you. 

Hopefully, this general request is all that is necessary. 
We have instructed our staff, however, to enforce this request 
in the following manner. 


1. Spectators observed breaking the law (e.g., using illegal 
drugs or drinking alcohol under age) will be subject to imme- 
diate ejection and/or criminal prosecution. 

2." Spectators throwing (or attempting to throw) objects 
on the playing field are subject to 
immediate ejection. Anyone going 
on the playing field is subject to 
prosecution under Trespass to Prop- 
erty Act. 

3. Persons using obscene or abu- 
sive language, or engaging in any 
anti-social conduct offensive to 
those around them, will be asked 
by Blue Jays personnel to cease. If 
they persist in their conduct, they 
will be subject to ejection. 

4. Persons occupying the seat for 
which they are not ticketed may 
be subject to ejection from the 
ballpark immediately unless, in the 
opinion of the Jays personnel, the 
mis-seating is an honest mistake. 
5. Coolers and ice chests are not 


permitted in the stadium. The Blue Jays must enforce an 
American League rule which prohibits fans from bringing cans 
or glass bottles into the ballpark, regardless of their contents. 
Such items could end up on the field, injuring players and 
others. The Blue Jays do, however, allow plastic bottles 600 ml 
or smaller to be brought into the stadium. 

6. Fans are invited to bring banners to the games provided 
they do not interfere with the game or other fans’ enjoy- 
ment of the game, or carry politically motivated or obscene 
messages. The banner should pertain to baseball or the Toron- 
to Blue Jays. The Blue Jays reserve the right to remove any ban- 
ner at any time. 

7. The Toronto Blue Jays management respectfully requests 
that all patrons give special consideration towards the needs 
of others. Be courteous and considerate so everyone can 
enjoy themselves. 

8." Smoking is not permitted in any seating or concourse 
area of SkyDome. Failure to comply may result in ejection 
from the stadium and/or possible criminal prosecution. Sky- 
Dome has four designated smoking areas; on level 100, 
“Puffer’s Lounge” located behind aisle 136 , on upper level 
200 behind aisles 215 and 233, and on level 500, “Upper 
Puffer's Lounge” located behind aisle 511. The Blue Jays thank 
you for your cooperation 


“9 Fans encountering difficulties from other patrons are 


urged to contact a member of the Blue Jays game staff. 


“Again, we thank you for attending today’s game. Enjoy the 
action and accept our thanks for your co-operation. @ 
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THE INSIDER 


[HE JAYS 


AND HEADLINE 
SPORTS 


Tom Cheek, since Day 1 the radio voice of the Toronto 
Blue Jays, has called every Jays’ regular season and post- 
season game. His love of the game keeps coming through 
on the Headline Sports Radio Network because, as he 
puts it:"I am the luckiest guy on earth doing what that 
little kid playing stickball on the clay street in Pensacola, 
Florida all those many years ago aspired to do...this is it.” 
BY JOHN IABONI 


A “Navy brat” who lived in such states as Florida, Washington, 
Rhode Island and California,Tom Cheek eventually returned 
to his native Pensacola where he spent most of his child- 
hood years. 

“Like every kid, I played all the games at one time or 
another,’ Cheek said, adding he was 
most skilled at basketball. “Baseball 
was and, to this day, is a love.To me 
it was, and remains, the last of the 
theatre of the mind. That’s what I 
got from it when I was a young 
man listening to Red Barber, Mel 
Allen and others do baseball on 
radio because there was no televi- 
sion in those days.” 

Cheek’s “calling” became 
apparent early on while playing 
stickball on the unpaved clay road. 

“T was a little motor mouth 
doing the play-by-play way back 
then and guys would say “would 
you shut up’!” Cheek said with a 
smile. “But it was just something I 
was intrigued by. When I was about 
14, I remember borrowing the first 
tape recorder I saw, a big cumbersome thing belonging to a 
friend of mine. I sat in front of a grainy, snowy television pic- 
ture calling out the numbers - I didn’t know the names - of 
an Auburn-Alabama football game.” 


Later, he served his country, eventually landing in 


Plattsburg, New York. That’s where he met his wife Shirley 
(who hails from Hemmingford, Quebec) and he also some- 
how ended up as an engineer on a construction site build- 
ing missile silos. 

“Heaven forbid if they ever tried to fire a missile out of 
one of those silos,’ Cheek said.““Moscow was safe; Mississauga 
I wasn’t so sure about.” 

Less than a year after enrolling in the Cambridge School 
of Broadcasting, he’d learned the basic rudiments of the busi- 
ness and had a radio job back in Plattsburg. His salesmanship 
later permitted him to combine his sportscasting along with 
selling ads and concepts on radio for a group of three stations. 

“But the big break came for me when the Expos arrived 
and our station in Burlington, Vermont became a charter 
member of the Expos’ radio network,” Cheek said. 

When Dave Van Horne was required for Expos’ TV duty, 
Cheek was brought in as swing man on radio alongside Russ 
Taylor - who became one of his biggest boosters - from 1974 
to 1976. Once the Blue Jays came into being in 1977, Cheek 
finally achieved his full-time baseball broadcasting dream. 

“The Blue Jays first winning anything back in ’85 when 
George Bell sank to his knees after he caught the last out and 
they were American League East Champions,” Cheek said 
reflecting on some of his high- 
lights. ““The boys jumping up and 
down in Atlanta in ’92. 

“T actually go back to 81 
when (Cleveland’s) Len Barker 
threw a perfect game against the 
Blue Jays and it was a big kick in 
itself to broadcast a perfect game. 
To see Joe (Carter) touch it off in 
this place (SkyDome) and to see 
this country just standing right on 
its ear were just incredible things. 

“Then there’s the snow on 
April 7th, 1977 being in that booth 
with my first broadcast partner 
(Early Wynn)...our booth, our 
team, our time, the realization of 
a dream, that was really, personal- 


ly, the crowning moment.” 


HEADLINE SPORTS’ TOM CHEEK 


Cheek is extremely enthused 
about opportunities created by the move he and Jerry Howarth 
have made to Headline Sports. 

“T find this so exciting because of the radio/television 
crossover which exists with Headline Sports,’ Cheek said. 


“Everybody has been very, very positive.” ® 
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Two and two here at the top of the ninth, 
with José Cruz up at bat. Bases are loaded. 
You can see it in his eyes - he knows the 
whole series is riding on this one. Just listen 
to this crowd as he winds up for the pitch. 
And here it comes. And it’s... 


TOM CHEEK, BLUE JAYS RADIO PLAY-BY-PLAY COMMENTATOR 


the 


HEADLINE 


3S P-OrR ass READ I2© 


ON the 
Headline Sports Badiogetwork, 


NETWORK 


ONTARIO: 


Algoma/Manitoulin 
CKNR FM 94.1 


Collingwood CKCB 95.1 
Bancroft CJNH 1240 
Hamilton CHAM 820 
Kingston GTO 960 
Kitchener CKGL 570 
Lindsay CKLY FM 91.9 
London CJBK 1290 
Niagara Falls CJRN 710 


Peterborough 
CRUZ 980 


Sarnia CHOK 1070 


Sault Ste Marie 
CJOM FM 104.3 


Smiths Falls CUET 630 
Stratford CUCS 1240 


Toronto 
CHUM AM 1050 


Trenton CJTN 1270 


SASKATCHEWAN: 
Estevan CJSL 1280 
Rosetown CJYM 1330 
Kindersley CFYM 1210 


Swift Current 
CIMG FM 94.1 


Weyburn CFSL 1190 


MANITOBA: 

Winkler CKMW 1570 
Winnipeg CKY 580 
NOVA SCOTIA: 
Halifax CJICH 920 
Kentville CKEN 1490 
Digby CKDY AM 1420 


Middleton 
CKAD AM 1350 / 


Windsor CFAB AM 1450 HIEJAIDILITIN/E 
SPGPCS 


Weymouth 
CKDY FM 103.3 


PEI: 
Summerside CURW 1240 


presents more of Baseball’s 
greatest quotations. 


All right, everybody line up There comes a time in every Good pitching will always 
alphabetically according to your man’s life, and I've had plenty of | stop good hitting and 
height. them. vice versa. 


Casey Stengel Casey Stengel Casey Stengel 


(Hey Yogi, what time is it?) If the people don’t want to I really didn’t say everything 
You mean now? come out to the park, nobody's I said. 
Yogi Berra going to stop them. Yogi Berra 
Yogi Berra 


Incidentally, with our new 10 colour 
Heidelberg Press, we can present you with 
some great quotes of your own. 


(And they'll make perfect sense every time.) 


For more information, please call us and ask for Bill Burke. 


Grenville Management and Printing Limited » 25 Scarsdale Road « Don Mills Ontario M3B 2R2 
Tel: (416) 449-4499 Fax: (416) 449-4119 


WIN ivosswatches, 


from the Laureate Collection. ¢ 
Courtesy of PE®PLES 


Value:$950 each = ##e DIAMOND STORE 


F leather melton 
nanan 
Diack Courtesy of Sp orts 


® Value: $300 
1. HOW TO ENTER: Complete the ballot on the bottom of this page and deposit 
at the special ballot boxes available during the promotion at Blue Jays Guest Ser- 
vice locations at SkyDome. Entries may also be mailed to PlayBall! Sweepstakes, 


A Jays Authentic 
Diamond Col- 
@ lection jersey Core Media Inc., 111 Peter St., Suite 206, Toronto, ON MSV 2H1. Limit one entry 


autographed by Carlos Delgado. BiueuayS. per person. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY, Facsimiles are acceptable. (416) 593-0888. 
2. GRAND PRIZES: On July 7, 1998 a random draw will select the winners of the 


grand prizes detailed on this page. Winners will be contacted by phone. 


An Official American 3. The PlayBall! Sweepstakes is open to anyone except employees (and Persons with 

League Ball autographed whom they are domiciled) of Core Media Inc., The Toronto Blue Jays Baseball Club and 

O b R d M Grenville Printing Ltd..All entries become the property of Core Media Inc. and will not 
y Kan ly yers. be returned. 


4. Prizes will be delivered by PlayBall! Magazine to each winner's address as shown 


A pair of tickets to the tin Shetty, 
BL / oO kl d 5. In order to win one of the Grand Prizes, selected entrants must be eligible accord- 
ue Jay Ss aktan game ing to the rules and must correctly answer the following skill testing question: 
@ on August 8 5 1 998. In which year did the Toronto Blue Jays first win the World Series? 
Ll ee ee nmr ht eaten Tig, 


Fill out this coupon and deposit in ballot boxes at Blue Jays Guest Services locations at SkyDome or mail to: 


| Core Media Inc., 111 Peter Street, Suite 206, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5V 2H1 [ 
( Name Age [ 
| Address | 
| Apt. /Suite City ( 
[ Province/State Postal/Zip Code Telephone [ 


Skill testing Question: /n which year did the Toronto Blue Jays first win the World Series? 


a sa Se AG ey nme enna mt a cal 


TORONT©O BEUE JAYS QRPILELA L MAGAZINE OS 


Club Directory 


SAM 
POLLOCK 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Chairman 
Sam Pollock 


Directors 
Allan Chapin, 
Derek Hayes, 
Luc Missorten, 
Hugo Powell, 
George Taylor 


OFFICERS 


Chairman & Chief 
Executive Officer 
Sam Pollock 


Executive Vice-President, 
General Manager 
Gord Ash 


Executive Vice-President, 
Business 
Bob Nicholson 


Vice-President, Baseball 
Bob Mattick 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE 


Executive Administrative 
Assistant 
Fran Brown 


Executive Administrative 
Assistant 
Anne Fulford 


BASEBALL 


Executive Vice-President, 
General Manager 
Gord Ash 


Senior Advisor, Baseball 
Operations 

Bob Engle 

Assistant General 
Manager 

Tim McCleary 


Director, Player 
Development 
Jim Hoff 


Director, Scouting 
Tim Wilken 


Director, International 
Scouting 
Wayne Morgan 


Special Assistant 

to Executive 
Vice-President & GM 
Gordon Lakey 


Special Assistant 

to Executive 
Vice-President & GM 
Al Widmar 


Director, Latin America 
Operations 
Herb Raybourn 


Director, Baseball 


Operations 
Bob Nelson 


Manager, Team Travel 
John Brioux 


Trainer 
Tommy Craig 


Assistant Trainer 
Scott Shannon 


Strength and 
Conditioning 
Co-ordinator 
Brian McNamee 


Equipment Manager 
Jeff Ross 


Clubhouse Manager, 
Blue Jays 

Kevin Malloy 
Visiting Clubhouse 
Manager 

Len Frejlich 

Video Operations 
Robert Baumander 


Minor League Training & 
Equipment Co-ordinator 
Randy Holland 


Team Physician 
Dr. Ron Taylor 


Consulting Orthopedic 
Surgeon 
Dr. Allan Gross 


Dr. William Forder 
Employee Assistance 
Program Director 

Tim Hewes 

Director, Risk 
Management 

Suzanne Joncas 
Administrative Assistant 
Heather Connolly 
Administrative Assistant 
Trina Hiscock 


Baseball Assistant 
Charlie Wilson 


FINANCE 


Vice President, Finance 
and Administration 
Susan Quigley 


Manager, Accounting 
Cathy McNamara- 
Mackay 

Manager, Employee 
Compensation 

Perry Nicoletta 
Manager, Information 
Systems 

Chris Skyrme 
Systems Administrator 
Mark Graham 
Accounts Payable 
Steve James 

Accounts Receivable 


Marion Sullivan 


General Accountant 
Jerry Chow 


COMMUNICATIONS 


Director, 
Communications 
Peter Cosentino 


Manager, Promotions and 
Game Entertainment 
Janis Davidson Pressick 


ALLAN DEREK LUC HUGO 
CHAPIN HAYES MISSORTEN POWELL 
Director, Canadian Consulting Orthopedic Administrative Assistant 
Scouting Surgeon Darla McKeen 
Bill Byckowski Dr. Steve Mirabello Coordinator, 
Special Assistant Consulting Orthopedic Community Relations 
to Executive Surgeon Laurel Lindsay 
Rane & GM Dr. Tony Miniaci Coordinator, Marketing 
oose Johnson Consulting Physician Julian Franklin 


OPERATIONS 
AND SALES 


Vice President, Sales 
and Operations 
George Holm 


Director, Engineering 
Tom Gifford 


Manager, Game 
Operations 

Mario Coutinho 
Manager, Game Security 
John Booth 


Security Consultant 
Fred Wootton 


Senior Account Executive, 
Corporate Partnerships 
Robert MacKay 


Manager, Baseball Camp 
Development 

Mark Leno 

Supervisor, 

Office Services 

Mick Bazinet 
Administrative Assistant 
June Sym 

Office Services Assistant 
Sam Platsis 


Office Services Assistant 
Piero Aceto 

Operations Assistant 
Marion Farrell 

Grounds Supervisor 
Tom Farrell 
Receptionist 

Isabelle Barnes 


Senior Switchboard 
Operation 
Mary Anne Sturley 


Security/Information 
John Galbraith 
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GEORGE 
TAYLOR 


MEDIA RELATIONS 


Vice President, 
Media Relations 
Howard Starkman 


Manager, 
Media Relations 
Jay Stenhouse 


Media Relations Assistant 
Laura Ammendolia 


TICKETS 


Assistant Director, 
Tickets & Box Office 
Manager 

Randy Low 


Manager, Group Sales 
Maureen Haffey 
Manager, Ticket 
Vault Services 

Paul Goodyear 


Manager, 
Subscriber Services 
Doug Barr 


Manager, 
Mail Order Services 
Sandra Wilbur 


Manager, 
Special Ticket Services 
Sheila Cantarutti 


Manager, Telephone 
Order Services 
Jan Marshall 


Co-ordinator, 
Group Sales 
Peter Galbraith 


Group Sales 
Representative 
Tom Pell 


Group Sales Assistant 
Betty Ann Armstrong 


Group Sales Assistant 
Sue Mallabon 


Customer Service 
Representative 
Angie Van Evera 
Customer Service 
Representative 
Rob Stickney 


Co-ordinator, Telephone 
Order Services 
Cathie Caulfield 


Ticket Department 
Cashier 

Al Ross 

Administrative Assistant 
Jennifer Santamaria 


TBJ MERCHANDISING 


Director, Merchandising 
Gary Andersen 


Operations Manager 
Michael Andrejek 


Assistant Operations 
Manager 

Vatche Torossian 

Retail Operations 
Manager 

TBA 

Maintenance Manager 
Sheldon Laptiste 
Manager, Bullpen, 
Commerce Court 
Helen Maunder 
Manager, Bullpen, 
SkyDome 

Teresa Michalski 
Warehouse Co-ordinator 
Adrian Veerman 


SCOUTING & 
DEVELOPMENT 


Bob Engle 

Senior Advisor, Baseball 
Operations 

Jim Hoff 

Director, Player 
Development 

Tim Wilken 

Director, Scouting 
Donna Kuzoff 
Administrative Assistant 
Chris Buckley 

Special Assignment Scout 


Duane Larson 
Special Assignment Scout 


INSTRUCTORS 
Roving Pitching 
Instructor 
Bruce Walton 
Roving Hitting 
Instructor 
George Bell 
Roving Hitting 
Instructor 
Rance Mulliniks 


Roving Catching 
Instructor 

Ernie Whitt 

Roving Infield Instructor 
Hector Torres 


Roving Defense 
Instructor 
Garth Iorg 


Roving Strength 
Coordinator 
Jeff Krushell 


SCOUTING - 
MAJOR LEAGUE 


Bob Mattick 
Vice-President, Baseball 


Al Widmar 
Special Assistant to 
Executive VP & GM 


Moose Johnson 
Special Assistant to 
Executive VP & GM 


Gordon Lakey 
Special Assistant to 
Executive VP & GM 


Darren Balsley 
Advance Scout 


SCOUTING 
SUPERVISORS - 
UNITED STATES 


Tom Hinkle 
Western Regional 
Supervisor 
Atascadero, CA 


Ted Lekas 
Eastern Regional 
Supervisor 
Worcester, MA 
Mark Snipp 
Central Regional 
Supervisor 

Ft. Worth, TX 


Charles Aliano 

West Hempstead, NY 
Tony Arias 

Miami Lakes, FL 
David Blume 

Elk Grove, CA 
Chris Bourjos 
Scottsdale, AZ 


Bus Campbell 
Littleton, CO 


John Cole 
Lake Forest, CA 


Ellis Dungan 
Pensacola, FL 
Jim Hughes 
Prosper, TX 
Ben McLure 
Palmyra, PA 
Marty Miller 
Chicago, IL 
Bill Moore 
Ontario, CA 
Alvin Rittman 
Memphis, TN 
Jorge Rivera 
Puerto Nuevo, PR. 


Joe Siers 
Lexington, KY 


Ron Tostenson 
Issaquah, WA 


Steve Williams 
Buffalo Grove, IL 


SCOUTS - 
UNITED STATES 


Richard A. Cerrone 
Boulder City, NV 
Joe Ford 

Yukon, OK 

Andy Pienovi 
Portland, OR 

Jerry Sobeck 
Milpitas, CA 
Robert Wagner 

San Diego, CA 


SCOUTS - ASSOCIATE - 
UNITED STATES 


Buddy Bear 
Port Angeles, WA 
Clyde Bone 

La Mesa, CA 
Dick Brammer 
Huntington, WV 
Steve Chandler 
Lexington, KY 
Darrell Darrow 


Anaheim, CA 


Randolph DeWindt 
St. Thomas, USVI 
Dick Finn 
Columbus, OH 
Thomas Froning 
Kingsport, TN 

James Graffam 
Gorham, ME 


Dave Gutierrez 
Felton, CA 


Don Hara 

Long Beach, CA 
Jim Headley 
South Gate, CA 
Jon Hudson 
Lexington, KY 
Drew Hummel 
N. Augusta, SC 
Mike Huston 
Greeley, CO 
Terry Kieffer 
Beaver Dam, WI 
Matt Lundin 
Irvine, CA 
Robert Masterson 
Cincinnati, OH 
Denny McCrotty 
Russellville, AR 


Donzell McDonald, Sr. 
Glendale, CO 


Ron Mertus 
Chatsworth, CA 
Pete Ness 
Portland, OR 
Steve Partington 
Tioy, OH 
Wayne Pachek 
Pueblo, CO 
Randall Phillips 
Taylors, SC 
Vern Ramie 


Ewa Beach, HI 


John Smillie 
Corinth, MS 


Scott Sutherland 
Spokane, WA 
Brian Szakovits 
Orangeburg, SC 


Jeff Trundy 
Manchester, ME 


Andre Wood 
Nassau, Bahamas 


SCOUTS - 
INTERNATIONAL 
Wayne Morgan 
Director, International 
Scouting 

Wayne Durbidge 
Adelaide, Australia 
Paul Elliott 

Sydney, Australia 
Bob Goodin 
Perth, Australia 
Cees Herkemij 
The Netherlands 
Trevor Schumm 
Australia 

Greg Wade 
Brisbane, Australia 


SCOUTS - 
LATIN AMERICA 


Herb Raybourn 
Director, Latin America 
Operations 

Pedro Avila 

Valencia, VZ 

Emilio Carrasquel 
Barquisimeto, VZ 

Martin DiPorres Crespo 
Panama, 


Republic of Panama 


Luis Jose Fuenmayor 
Maracaibo, Venezuela 
Freddy Gonzalez 


Barcelona, Venezuela 


Isnardo Marchan 
Puerto Ordaz, Venezuela 


Paulo Nakashima 
Sao Paulo, Brazil 


Carlos Riera 
Caracas, VZ 


Robert Rowley 
Panama, 
Republic of Panama 


Hilario Soriano 
Santo Domingo, 
Dominican Republic 


SCOUTS - CANADA 
Bill Byckowski 
Director, Canadian 
Scouting 

Don Cowan 


Delta, BC 

Jim Fink 

Regina, SK 

Ed Heather 
Cambridge, ON 
Rod Jarvis 
Calgary, AB 
Walter Jeffries 
Paris, ON 

Darrell Kemp 
Niagara Falls, ON 
Duncan MacDonald 
Gloucester, ON 
Grant MacDonald 
Dartmouth, NS 
Murray Marshall 
Stoney Creek, ON 
Greg Miner 
Pickering, ON 
Nick Noonan 
Waterloo, ON 
Jim Ridley 
Burlington, ON 
Jeff Robertson 
Birtle, MB 


SCOUTS - ASSOCIATE - 
CANADA 


Doug Boisvert 
Edmonton, AB 


Kevin Briand 

St. Hubert, PQ 
Greg Brons 
Saskatoon, SK 
Remo Cardinale 
Mississauga, ON 
Gerry LeBlanc 
Dieppe, NB 
Kevin Matheson 
Truro, NS 

Sean McCann 
Toronto, ON 

Bill Slack 
Pierrefonds, PQ 
Steve Terry 
Peterborough, ON 
Peter Topolie 
North Bay, ON 
Mike Zinyk 
Tecumseh, ON 
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BASEBALL 


WITH 


9 
more 


baseball, 


than ever before. 


This Week In Baseball 
With Ozzie SMItH tas more 


Major League Baseball® than any other magazine 

show. Host OZZie Smith provides his style 
and smile to the Game’s stories, highlights, great 
plays, bloopers, and news on the official showcase 


of Major League Baseball action. 


Turned on to Baseball? 


Tune in This Week In Baseball 
with Ozzie Smith. 


. etl  * 
WWW.majorleaguebaseball.com} 
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BLUE JAYS FARM CLUBS 


SYRACUSE SKYCHIEFS 
AAA-International 

P & C Stadium 
Syracuse, NY 13208 
Phone: (315) 474-7833 
Fax: (315) 474-2658 


Executive Vice-President 
& CEO 
Anthony “Tex” Simone 


General Manager 
John Simone 


Asst. GM, Director of 
Sales & Promotions 
Tom VanSchaack 


Director of Group Sales 
Vic Gallucci 


Director of Ticket Sales 
Harold Refici 


Director of Stadium 
Operations 
John Walters 


Director of 
Merchandising 
TBA 


Accountant 
Don Lehtonen 


Field Manager 
Terry Bevington 
Coach 

Lloyd Moseby 


Pitching Coach 
Scott Breeden 


Trainer 
Jon Woodworth 


Stadium 

P & C Stadium 
Capacity 

11,117 

Outfield Distances 
LF-320, CF-434, RF-320 


KNOXVILLE SMOKIES 
AA - Southern 

Bill Meyer Stadium 
633 Jessamine Street 
Knoxville, TN 37917 
Phone: (423) 637-9494 
Fax: (423) 523-9913 


General Manager 
Dan Rajkowski 


Assistant General 
Manager 
Brian Cox 


Director of Community 
Relations/Group Sales 
Jeff Shoaf 


Director of 
Field Maintenance 
Bob Shoemaker 


Executive Director 
of Marketing 
Mark Seaman 


Administrative Assistant 
Heather Sharpe 


Field Manager 
Omar Malave 


Coach 
JJ. Cannon 


Pitching Coach 
Bill Monbouquette 


Trainer 
Mike Wirsta 


Stadium 

Bill Meyer Stadium 
Capacity 

6,412 

Outfield Distances 
LF-330, CF-400, RF-330 


DUNEDIN BLUE JAYS 
A-Florida State 
(Advanced) 

P.O. Box 957 
Dunedin, FL 34697 
Phone: (813) 733-9302 
Fax: (813) 734-7661 
Director of Florida 
Operations 

Ken Carson 
Administrative Assistant 
Pat Smith 


Administrative Assistant 
Kim Hamill 


Sales/Promotions 
Coordinator 
Ed Vonnes 


Sales/Marketing 
Coordinator 
John Cook 


Grounds Foreman 
Steve Perry 


Field Manager 
Rocket Wheeler 


Coach 
Dennis Holmberg 


Pitching Coach 
Rick Langford 


Trainer 

Jay Inouye 

Stadium 

Dunedin Stadium 
Capacity 

6,106 

Outfield Distances 
LF-335, CF-400, RF-315 


HAGERSTOWN SUNS 
A-South Atlantic 
Municipal Stadium 

274 E. Memorial Blvd. 
P.O. Box 230 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 
Phone: (301) 791-6266 
Fax: (301) 791-6066 
President 

Winston Blenckstone 


General Manager 
David Blenckstone 
Director of Stadium 
Operations 

TBA 

Business Manager 
Carol Gehr 

Director of Broadcasting 
Karl Schalk 

Director of Public 
Relations 

Kim Bohle 

Field Manager 
Marty Pevey 

Coach 

Paul Elliott 

Pitching Coach 
Hector Torres 
Trainer 

Kevin Elliott 


Stadium 
Municipal Stadium 


Capacity Secretary 
4,600 Sandy Heidrick 
Outfield Distances Field Manager 
LF-335, CF-400, RF-330 Rolando Pino 
Coach 
ST. CATHARINES Randy Phillips 
STOMPERS A- New itchi h 
York Penn League Pitching Coac 
(Short) Lester Straker 
174 St. Paul Street Trainer 
St. Catharines, ON Mike Frostad 
L2R 3M2 Stadium 
Phone: (905) 641-5297 Athletic Park 
Fax: (905) 641-3007 Cc it 
Press Box: (905) 682-3443 one y 


General Manager 
John Belford 


Administrative Assistant 
Eleanor Bowman 


Director, Operations 


Outfield Distances 
LF-350, CF-380, RF-350 


BOCA CHICA 
BLUE JAYS Rookie— 


David Shaw Dominican Summer 
Field Manager League 
Duane Larson Manager 
Coach Geovany Miranda 
Hector Torres Coach 
Pitching Coach Melvin Gomez 
Neil Allen Pitching Coach 
Trainer Mariano Alcala 
Trevor Carter Trainer 
Stadium Isidro Reyes 
Community Park 
é . VENEZUELA 

apaci 
4 + Y Manager 
* : Alexis Infante 
Outfield Distances 
LF-310, CF-400,RE-310 Coach 

Hedbertt Hurtado 

MEDICINE HAT BLUE Pitching Coach 
JAYS Rookie Alberto Gil 
Advanced-Pioneer 
P.O. Box 465 
Medicine Hat, AB 
T1A 7G2 


Phone: (403) 526-0404 
Fax: (403) 526-4000 
President 

Larry Plante 

Operations Manager 
Candy Hanson 
Administrative Assistants 
Raymonde Christensen 
Bary Ayling 


Order Your 1998 Regular Season Tickets Now! 


Tickets are now available by 


Department for more details. 


BY FAX: 


Your payment (credit card # with 


mail, fax, or e-mail. You can pur- 
chase tickets for any 1998 reg- 
ular season game with a major 
credit card (Visa, MasterCard, 
American Express) 

If you're planning an activity 
for a group of 25 or more to 
come down and see a Blue Jays 
game, contact our Group Sales 


BY MAIL: 

Toronto Blue Jays Ticket Office 
1 Blue Jays Way, Ste. 3200 
Toronto, Ontario 

MSV 1J1 

BY PHONE: 

(416) 341-1234 

or toll free 1-888-OKGOJAY 
(654-6529) 


(416) 341-1177 
BY E-MAIL: 
ticket.office@bluejays.ca 
Please include the following 
information with all orders: 
The day of the game(s), 
The number of tickets required 
The price range ($27.50, 

$20, $13, $4) 


expiry date) 
Your name and return address 
Your Blue Jays Account # 

(if available) 


PLEASE NOTE: Your order will be 
filled with the best available 
seating at the time your order 
is received 
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GREAT PARTNERS 


Canadian Airlines 


~ AmericanAirlines’ 


‘BRAVES’ CY GUYS - 
~ MADDUX AND 
SMOLTZ 


Before Expo Pedro Martinez 
came along to top NL pitch- 
ers last year, it was Greg 
Maddux with an unprece- 
dented four straight Cy 
Young Awards, followed by 
John Smoltz in 1996 with 
his breakthrough 24-8 sea- 
son (highlighted by a club 
record 276 strikeouts). 

BY MIKE DENNIS 


JOHN SMOLTZ 


When Roger Clemens led 
the American League last year 
in wins, ERA and strikeouts 
en route to his fourth Cy Young Award, 
it gave the Blue Jays back-to-back win- 
ners in that category. In 1996, it was 
teammate Pat Hentgen’s year to gain 
recognition as the AL’s ace hurler. 

And while teammates winning con- 
secutively is a rarity (it hadn’t happened 
in the AL since Rollie Fingers and Pete 
Vuckovich of the Milwaukee Brewers in 
1981-82), there’s a couple of Atlanta 
Braves, named Maddux and Smoltz, who 
also know the feeling. 

Greg Maddux and John Smoltz, per- 
haps the most formidable pitching duo in 
baseball aside from being good friends and constant golf part- 
ners who shoot in the low 70s, are a most unlikely combo. 

Smoltz, 30, originally drafted by Detroit in 1985, repre- 
sents the power pitcher. He stands 6-foot-3, is 205 sinewy 


pounds and he throws hard, harder and unhittable. His reper- 
toire is fastball, breaking ball, split finger. With his devastating 
slider Smoltz has topped 200 strikeouts in a season four times. 
His most familiar expression is a glare. 

Maddux, 32, came out of the Chicago Cubs’ organiza- 
tion. He’s 6-foot, only 175 pounds and hardly intimidating, 
rarely topping 88 miles an hour with his fastest pitch. 

With his glasses and a business suit, Maddux looks like 
he might hit you with a tax audit, rather than take the bat out 
of your hands. However, like Clemens, Maddux is a four- 
time Cy Young Award winner and is, quite simply, the epit- 
ome of pitching finesse and control. 

“Maddux is the best control pitcher in 
baseball,” said Blue Jays’ Manager Tim 
Johnson who got a first-hand look at the 


ALL SPORT 


Braves’ pitchers while serving as the Montreal 
Expos’ Bench Coach. “He has great move- 
ment, his pitches never do the same thing 
twice in a row.” 

Rangers’ first baseman Will Clark, a 
perennial MVP candidate with the Giants in 
the late 1980s and early 1990s, concurs. 

“Any time you face them (Maddux and 
Smoltz) you have your work 
cut out for you. You just try 
to hit a mistake.” 

From 1992 when Greg 
Maddux won his first Cy 


RICH PILLING/MLB PHOTOS 


Young with the Chicago 
Cubs through last year when 
the Atlanta pair combined 
for 34 wins and on into this 
season when the Braves are 
favoured to return to the 
World Series again, they’ve 
been dominators. 

“Maddux and Smoltz 
have (Roger) Clemens-like 
intensity,” offered Johnson. 
“They're aggressive, they go 
right at you. They have great 
mound presence. 

“They're 1-2, 2-1, real- 
ly, they are both No. 1,” 


GREG MADDUX 


Johnson said. “For so many years when they go out there, 
you figure their team is going to win.” 
Not a bad game plan. Greg Maddux and John Smoltz, 


great partners. @ 
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AmericanAiflines 


®@ 


The team of Canadian Airlines 
and American Airlines offers 
you more flights to more places 
inthe U.S.A. than ever before 
From our gateways in Toronto, 
Montreal, Ottawa, Calgary and 
Vancouver we offer an extensive 
schedule including daily non- 
Stops 10! 


New York 
Chicago 
Boston 
Dallas/Fort Wonh 
Los Angeles 
San Francisca 
Seattle 
Ponmand 

Vian 

Orange 
Jaleign/Uurham 
San Diego? 


Las Vegas 


> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 


In addition, Canadian Plus 
and American AAdvantage 
members Gan Gam and redeem 
miles on either airline to aimost 


490" destinations worldwide 


Call Canadian Airlines 

at 1-800-665-1177, American 
Airlines at 1-800-433-7306, 
or your travel agent today. 


“icluges 


eine 


For over 70 years, Simoniz 
has been a shining example of 


trusted quality car care product, 


ane 


DrieCigan_ 


Upholstery & Carpet Cleaner 
Netioyant pour recouvrerert 
soe sreatite cote 
High Glos Gel 
CleanerWs= Protectant 
i Protecteur 


